02/ 06/ 2004

PMdi sni sses Shahrir's proposa

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Ummo acting president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad
Badawi tonight dismssed the proposal that mnisters who fail tow n the
vi ce-president's post in the comi ng Umo el ection should resign fromthe
Cabi net .

Abdul I ah said those aspiring to contest for the three vice-president
posts nust be able to judge their own capability and whether they can
carry out their responsibilities,

"Umo does not have any regul ation that nmnisters who fail to be el ected
to party posts nmust resign fromthe Cabinet. This cannot be nade into a
regul ation.

"This is just the suggestion of a party | eader (Datuk Shahrir Abdu
Sarmad) and we di d not even di scuss it during our neeting tonight," said
Abdul | ah after chairing the Umo suprenme council neeting at the Putra
World Trade Centre

Backbenchers C ub chai rman Shahrir had proposed t hat nenbers contesting
for Umo vice-presidency should resign fromtheir Cabinet posts if they
| ost.

Shahrir said the proposal woul d prevent candi dates fromremaining in the
confort of their Cabi net posts despite being rejected by nenbers.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin sai d Umo Cabi net ministers
who |l ose in the party el ections should have the right to decide if they
want to resign fromtheir Government posts.

He sai d Government appoi ntnments was t he sol e prerogative of the Prine
M ni ster and shoul d not be linked to party posts.

"If someone loses, thenit is uptothe Prime Mnister to decide whether
t hat person stays as a nmenber of his administration," he said at the
Parlianent | obby today.

Muhyi ddi n, who is the Agriculture and Agro-based I ndustries Mnister
recal | ed that he conveyed his intentiontoresignto fornmer Prime Mnister
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad after his defeat in Umo el ections, but was told
"there was no need" to do that.

Muhyi ddi n sai d Shahrir was entitled to his opinion but questi oned why
t he Johor Baru MP confined his proposal to only contestants eyeing the
vi ce- presi dency.

"Why shoul d only vice-president candi dates be asked to resign fromtheir
Cabi net posts when there are others contesting suprene council seats?"

Muhyi ddin said it was nornal for nmenbers of the adm nistration to offer
thensel ves for high positions in the party.

"Whet her they are el ected or not is another matter. W have to keep an
open mnd and | amnot saying | agree or disagree with Shahrir ... | am
only giving the pros and cons to the proposal ," he said.

Vice-president Tan Sri Muhanmmad Muhammad Tai b said the proposal had its
nerits but felt nore problems would crop up if it was inplenented.

One of its disadvantages, he said, was that it could |l ead to i ntense
conpetition and ranpant noney politics as candi dates woul d be under
pressure to win or risk |losing their government posts.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the proposal, which he
described as "interesting", shoul d be thoroughly studiedto avoid pol em cs
in the party.

"It is only a proposal. The party needs to scrutinise its nmeaning and
implications," he said at a Press conference after opening a sem nar "Al



Hazar ds Response”.

Puteri Umo chi ef Datuk Azalina O hman rejected the idea flatly, arguing
Cabi net appointnments were the prerogative of the Prime M nister and not
the party.

"What about those who are not Cabi net ministers but only division chiefs
or assenbl ymen? Do they have to relinquish their posts as well?"

( END)
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