03/ 02/ 2004

Dr M Pas obsessed with fishing for votes

LANGKAW , Mon. - Describing it as a party that "sleeps, eats and thinks
only of getting votes", former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad

t oday sl anmed Pas for canpai gning to get support fromprimry school
pupils.

Dr Mahat hir said he was saddened to hear that the party was now sel ling
stationery to pupils at a school in Sik, Kedah, as the party woul d even go
to the extent of influencing school children.

He sai d schools and pupils deserved to be free frompolitics, stressing
t hat Umo had not once canpai gned for support anbng uni versity students.

"Don't disturb pupils. Let themlearn. Pas sees everything as an
opportunity to fish for votes.

"l do not know. Mungkin depa ni gila undi (Maybe they are crazy for
votes). They sl eep, eat and think about getting votes. People | ose their
children and they see it as sonmething to get nore votes.

"I amsaddened by Pas' behaviour. Let the children |l earn. Don't distrub
them Wen they grow up you can ask themwhet her they want to join Pas or
not," Dr Mahathir said after visiting the Sunber Nadi Al am Sdn Bhd ti ger
prawn farmproject in Bukit Malut, near here. Yesterday, Education
M nistry Parlianmentary Secretary Datuk Mahadzir Mohd Khir directed the
St at e Educati on Departnent to i nvestigate clains that Sekol ah Rendah
Kebangsaan Chupir was selling stationery bearing Pas' logo to the school's
pupils.

Their parents conplained to the departnent after di scovering that their
children were being sold stationery, including rulers, which had the
opposition party's | ogo, at the school's co-operative.
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