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Lucrative venture in restoring ol d notorbikes

ALOR STAR, Tues. - Abandoned 1950s vi ntage nmotorcycles rusting in the
conmpounds of their owners' houses are conmpn eyesores i n nmany vill ages,
but an enterprising couple here has managed to turn the "worthl ess junk"”
into a lucrative venture.

The coupl e, Abdul Rahman Mansure, 44, and Sharifah O hman, 39, nmake
hefty profits restoring vintage bi kes for sale to coll ectors and nostal gi a
buffs.

The coupl e, who have three children, buy abandoned Honda Cubs from
villagers for between RMLOO and RMBOO, restore them and then sell them
for up to RML5, 000 each. Their busi ness has been so good that they cannot
keep up with dermand.

They have been operating a workshop for the past 17 years, but for the
past seven years, they have specialised in Honda 50 and Honda C70
not orcycl es (popul arly cal | ed kapcai s), as well as Honda 90 Standard and
Sport nodels. The bi kes were manufactured from1957 to the ni d-1960s

They operate fromtheir honme, a stone's throw away fromthe persona
resi dence of fornmer Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad in Titi Gaj ah
here.

Apart fromtheir fanmous nei ghbour, the husband-and-wife team s effort is
al so special because it is the wife who is the skilled nechanic. Sharifah
acts as the chief foreman and i s assisted by a worker, while Abdul Rahman
isin charge of spraying the bikes in a range of attractive col ours.

Sharifah is not a qualified nechanic, but learnt her trade froma
vi nt age bi ke speci alist who now works for her. She becane so adept that
she can now fully restore rusted and broken-down four-stroke engi nes and
gear boxes to perfect working order w thout any hel p.

"I tried tolearn the craft fromher, but | gave up after a while
because she was far too skilful conpared to ne," said Abdul Rahman when
met at their workshop, whi ch has about 20 notorcycles in various stages of
restoration.

Abdul Rahman sai d he woul d pur chase abandoned bi kes fromresidents in

villages throughout Kedah. Bikes with their registration cards still in
order woul d be restored and sol d, while those without are stripped for
parts.

"Most of these bikes are in a sorry state when we spot them

"Sone are | eft abandoned i n chi cken coops, while others are used as
makeshi ft barriers to keep goats out of the house conpound, " said
Shari f ah.

Abdul Rahman used to buy the bikes direct fromtheir owners, but now
enpl oys agents instead.

"Most villagers refuse to sell nme their old bi kes because t hey consi der
it an affront that | would want to buy their “junk', and they woul d chase
me away and tell nme they were not so desperate for noney that they woul d
sell their trash

"I think it is just a strange m ndset that some peopl e have, or naybe
their reluctance is because they don't trust outsiders |ike me poking
about in their conpounds."

Abdul Rahman said his agents, nostly well-connected villagers spread out
inseveral districts, woul d al ert hi mwhen t hey di scovered such bi kes.

After the bi ke has been bought, about RVMbOO woul d be spent to restore
thembefore they are sold for between RV3, 000 and RML5, 000 each, nmainly to



busi nessnen from Kual a Lunpur.

The price varies according to the year of manufacture and the
regi stration nunber of the bike. Abdul Rahman pointed to a beautifully
restored 1957 Honda 50 bearing t he regi strati on number "K57", whi ch he
said woul d easily sell for over RMLO, 000.

"Most of my custoners used to ride these bikes in their youth, so they
have much nostal gi ¢ val ue, but these are also very practical to own and
run, being very sturdy and requiring mni mal mai ntenance. "

On their fanous nei ghbour, Abdul Rahman remenbers how he used to go to
Dr Mahat hir's house without fail when he was a boy in the 1960s.

"He is a kind and caring nan who woul d gi ve me RM2 during Hari Raya,
whi ch was a bi g amount back then," he said.

Abdul Rahman said he was not sure if Dr Mahathir knew about his
busi ness, but added that the former Prinme M nister had been a big
influence on himand the villagers in Titi Gajah.

"Everyone here regards himas a rol e nodel," he said.

( END)



	Lucrative venture in restoring old motorbikes (NST 26/05/2004)

