09/ 04/ 2004
Day of upsets in Chanpions tourney

Pritam Si ngh

STUNNI NG upsets sawthree of the favourites elimnated in the quarter-
finals of the National Under-15 Chanpi on School s Footbal | tournament
(Manchester United Premier Cup) in Kuantan yesterday.

Under dogs Kedah's SMK Kulimthrew formbook to the wind as t hey showed
def endi ng chanpi ons Sel angor's SMK Section 11 Shah Alamthe exit with a
clinical 2-0 win.

Showi ng good teamwor k, Sel angor started prom singly but Kedah stunned
themw th an early goal as a result of a defensive bl under.

Sel angor goal keeper Muhanmad Hafi z Shansuddin | eft the goal |ine to neet
a long ball which bounced awkwardly in front of him

He failed to gather it cleanly and Kedah's top scorer, K Rajkunar,
gleefully fired the ball into an enpty goal inthe fifth mnute.

Soon afterwards, Kedah suffered a setback as their keeper Ruzai ni Fai zal
Zawawi | al ansari had to be stretchered out following acollisionwith a
Sel angor stri ker.

Kedah cane under pressure for long spells and were forced to defend in
nunbers.

However, substitute goal keeper, Mihanmad Noor Hel m Murad, despite the
early jitters, showed a safe pair of hands to deny the Sel angor forwards.
Kedah went 2-0 up in the 43rd mnute through Ahmad Azzam Essmre Ahnad

Rosdi .

Sel angor tried desperately to get into the match but Kedah, showi ng
plenty of resilience, frustrated themwi th sonme fine def endi ng.

"I amdelighted with the boys for their fighting spirit as they were
pl ayi ng agai nst the def endi ng chanpi ons," sai d coach D. Vi spalingam

"My players are really exhausted. | hope they recover qui ckly enough for
tomorrow s cruncher agai nst SMK Sul tan Sul ai man.

"Hopefully, we can turn the tabl es on Terengganu who knocked us out in
| ast year's seni-finals," he added.

In another quarter-final, Negri Senbilan's SMK Tengku Anpuan Dur ah al so
failed to nake the cut for the senm-finals, going down 1-3 to Sultan
Sul ai man.

Rosazl an Rejab (7th, 64th) and Mohd Musli m Ahnmad (43rd) scored for
Terenganu whil e Mohd Hi Il mi Rosli (54th) replied for Negri.

Anot her favourites, Perlis' SMK Syed Alwi, were also elinmnated in the
quarter-finals, going down 1-2 to Sarawak's SMK Kanowi t.

Elijah Bagau (47th) and Azm e Bungkong (55th) scored for Sarawak, while
Mohd Ami er Aeydyd (40th) netted for Perlis.

Only Penang's SMK Quar Perahu, who have been in i npeccable form
remai ned on course for a place inthe final. Inthe quarter-finals, the
Penang school boys whi pped SMK Jal an Juni d Johor 6-0 to advance to the
sem -finals.

Mahat hi r Muhamad (36t h), Khairzul Azri Jamal uddi n Hazi q (41st) Mhammad
Fitri Abi Hassan (45th), Mdhd Zahi sham Ml Saad (57t h) and Noor Akalil
Akmal Anran (70th) netted for Penang.

RESULTS: Negri Semnbilan 1 Terengganu 3; Sel angor 0 Kedah 2; Penang 5
Johor 0; Perlis 1 Sarawak 2.
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