24/ 01/ 2004

6, 000 guests at joint Gerakan- MCA open house

PENANG Fri. - Describing Ml aysia as a "bl essed” nation rich in natural
resources and not plagued with natural disasters, Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi urged the people to hel p the Government exploit
"all things favourabl e" in achi evi ng maxi numbenefits.

Mal aysi ans shoul d al ways work closely with the Governnent to achi eve
long lasting unity and prosperity.

"Qur country is in the best of situations,” he said at the joint
Ger akan- MCA Chi nese New Year open house at the Penang I nternational Sports
Arena in Bayan Baru here.

Al so present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, MCA presi dent
Dat uk Seri Ong Ka Ting, State MCA chai rman Wng Kam Hoong and for nmer
Penang Chi ef Mnister Tun Dr Li mChong Eu.

About 6, 000 guests turned up for the event, the first joint Gerakan- MCA
Chi nese New Year open house since the two Bari san Nasi onal conponent
parties expressed their intention to nerge as a single party.

Abdul | ah said the Governnent and the Bari san Nasional, spurred by the
peopl e' s conti nued support and confi dence, were determ ned t o work harder
for continued peace and prosperity.

"This is our understandi ng and comm tnent in the BN and t he Governnent, "
he said.

Abdul | ah rem nded the people not to slip into conplacency in the wake of
t he encour agi ng forecasts of Mal aysia' s econonic and political outl ook by
econom ¢ and political analysts, calling instead for harder work to ensure
that the country attains better econom c perfornance.

The cel ebrati on was organi sed by the Chinese Assenbly Hall here.

Former Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, he said, had charted
Mal aysia's future as a devel oped nati on under Vi sion 2020 and that it was
his responsibility and that of his BN col | eagues to achieve it.

"This is our vision and nmission ... to achieve Vision 2020," he said.
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