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Dr M Firms should hel p youths

Sheri dan Mahavera

LANGKAW , Tues. - Forner Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad urged
conpanies to initiate programes to devel op youths as a way of serving the
comuni ty.

Programres such as nurturing new sports talent or hel ping youths in
their studi es woul d devel op goodwi I | between busi nesses and | ocal
conmuni ties, he said while praising the Enkay G oup of Compani es
Excel | ence i n Sports programe whi ch he | aunched today at the conmpany's
Kual a Mel aka driving range i n Padang Mat Sirat, here.

"I't's a very good progranme because they teach children to be good in
sports and their studies at the same tine," Dr Mahathir said. "lIt's no use
if you are good at sports but stupid, or if you are just good in your
studi es but inactive."

Present were Dr Mahathir's wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Enkay
G oup of Conpani es executive chai rman Tan Sri Must apha Kamal Abu Bakar.

The programme, which nmarries academ c performance with athletic
activity, was first launched in Taiping in 2001, ai ned at exposing rural
children to golf, tennis and sw m ng.

At today's launch, 10 pupils, aged between seven and ni ne, were chosen
fromfour schools in Padang Mat Sirat to undergo training in tennis,
bringi ng the nunber of pupils in the Kuala Mel aka programme to 42. The
first batch of 32 trainees started their golf training on Jan 24. The
driving range is a small part of the Kuala Mel aka river park started by
t he Langkawi Devel opnent Authority.

The pupils are recomended for the programe by the Langkawi District
Educat i on Departnent.

The park consi sts of comunity halls and stages where the conpany hol ds
concerts and cul tural shows during the Langkawi |nternational Maritime and
Aer ospace Exhibition.

"Li ke our programme in Taiping, it is our way of giving back and sayi ng
thanks to Dr Mahathir," Mistapha Kamal said.

Onthe golf and tennis training, he said it stressed academ c excel |l ence
as only those with good grades were chosen to undergo training.

"We want to develop newtalent in golf, tennis and swi nmi ng, but nore
i nportantly, we want themto be thinking players,"” he said. "W want
pl ayers who strategi se to win and who know how to use their brains as well
as their skills."

Since its launch three years ago, the programre produced four
acconplished players - Thilaga Mithi, Mhd Rais Sazni Mhd Rodzi, Mhd
Khai rul Anwar and Low Kwai Loon.

Thil aga, 13, represented Perak in the 2002 Sukma Gares.
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