19/ 07/ 2004
Pak Lah is new Umo president (HL)

By Zubai dah Abu Bakar; N k I nran Abdul | ah
KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and Datuk Seri Najib
Razak have won unopposed the top two posts in Umo.

Abdul | ah became the party's sixth president after receiving 165
nom nati ons today.

Naji b received 166 nom nations. Fifteen nore divisions have yet to
concl ude their neetings.

Abdul | ah needed 134 nomi nations to wi n unopposed; Najib, 153.

Former Fi nance M ni ster Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who had decl ared his
intention to take on Abdul | ah | ast week, could not get nore than the
singl e nonmi nati on he recei ved fromhi s own Gua Misang di vi si on yest erday.

Under the mi ni mumnoni nation rul es, Razal ei gh needed 58 noni nati ons from
the 191 divisions to qualify for contest. Najib was the only candi date
nom nated for the deputy presidency.

The resul ts were not unexpected, follow ng the overwhel m ng victory by
the Abdul | ah-1ed Bari san Nasional in the March general el ection.

Wth today's results, the top two posts in Umo and its Youth and Wanita
wi ngs were all won unopposed. The only contest at that | evel is shaping up
in the Puteri w ng.

The only surprise cane i n Razal ei gh's decision to go for the presidency.

Razal ei gh rejoi ned Umo seven years ago after a 10-year hiatus heading
t he Opposition Semangat 46 party. A powerful Umo chieftaininthe 1980s
when Umo had under a nillion nmenbers, Razal ei gh coul d not nake i nroads
nor extend his appeal to the two mllion newer Umo nenbers who have taken
the party menbership to nore than three mllion today.

Razal ei gh has conpl ai ned that the mi ni nrumnom nation rul e nakes a
chal | enge for the top posts difficult. Before 1987, when he chal | enged
t hen Umo president Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, candi dates required only two
nom nations to contest any post.

Abdul | ah and Naji b, who are already acting in the top two positions,
will be officially endorsed as president and deputy president for athree-
year termwhen the party's del egates nmeet at its annual general assenbly
i n Sept enber.
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