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F1 fans, get ready to party!

V. Josephine

THE Kual a Lunpur Grand Prix City programe featuring a series of
nmotorsports activities around the city tolead up to the F1 race, will be
held fromMarch 7 to 21.

Organi sed by Kuala Lunmpur City Hall in collaboration with Sepang
International Crcuit and ot her maj or sponsors, the Kual a Lunpur G and
Prix Cty's (KLGPC) | ogo was | aunched recently by Culture, Arts and
Touri sm M ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir at The Shook
Restaurant, Starhill Shopping Centre.

Present were Kual a Lunpur Dat uk Bandar Datuk Mohmad Shai d Mohd Tauf ek,
Sepang I nternational Circuit chairnman Dat uk Mokhzani Mahat hir and YTL
Cor poration managi ng director Tan Sri Francis Yeoh.

Popul ar singer Ning Baizura, who is al so Mal aysi a's F1 anbassadress,
made an appear ance during the unveiling of a Waja 1.8 for the Cel coml SM5
contest, which will run next nonth.

The KLGPC activities include a Gand Prix weekend festival fromMarch 19
to 21 and street parties. Cel ebration zones will be designated i n Bukit
Bi nt ang, Changkat Bukit Bi ntang, Bangsar and Jal an P. Rani ee.

The KLCPC weekend festival will kick off on March 19 at Bukit Bi ntang.
Anong the events are contenporary and cul tural performances as well as
ganes, sal e of notorsports nmerchandi se and di spl ay of racing cars.

The hi ghlight will be the aunch of the "KL Ni ght" progranmre where for
t hree ni ghts, 100 powerful searchlights beaning 1. 6kmup the sky will
transformthe city's skyline. Twenty buildings in the city centre will
also be lit in rainbowcolours to enhance the party nood.

On March 20, the cel ebration zones in areas such as Bukit Bi ntang, Jal an
P. Ram ee and Menara Kual a Lunpur will offer live concerts featuring | ocal
and foreign entertainers. There will also be exciting prizes and gi veaways
as wel |l as a pyrotechnics and fireworks displ ay.

The F1 Cel ebration Party after the race will honour w nners of the 2004
Mal aysi an F1 race, the sixth edition of the Fornula One Petronas Ml aysi an
G and Prix.

Mal aysia wi | I host Round 2 of the 2004 Fornul a One Worl d Chanpi onshi p,
which will runin 18 | egs around the gl obe, starting with the Australian
G and Prix in Mel bourne on March 7. The chanpi onship cl oses with the Grand
Prix of Brazil in Cctober.

Raci ng fans can catch the season-opening of the Australian G and Prix
live at Dataran Merdeka on March 7 as City Hall will screen the race at
the square's giant screen as part of the KL Grand Prix City progranme.

The foll owi ng weekend on March 13, fans are again invited to Dataran
Merdeka in their Grand Prix favourite teamcol ours to spice up the weekend
with special activities.

It will also be the venue for the Cassic and Vintage Car concourse
di spl ay where nmore than 50 vehicles are expected to be on show

The sanme day, racing fans can get a preview of the action of the Sepang
races with a street denonstration starting at Dataran Merdeka which wi ||
see the Fornmul a Hayabusha and Porsche Carerra GI' 3 machi nes bl azi ng
through the streets of Kuala Lunpur.

As in |last year's race, the Formul a One Petronas Ml aysian Grand Pri x
wi Il have the Formul a One Mal aysi a, whi ch runs on t he 1300cc Hayabusha
engi nes, and Porsche Carrera GI3 chanpi onshi p as support races.

Concl udi ng the revving on March 13 will be the Bangsar F1 Street Party,



where the entire stretch of Telawi 3 in Bangsar will be painted with F1
colours with special progranmmes bei ng organi sed to |ight up the night.

Wnners of the O assic and Vintage Car concourse display will go on
parade fromDataran Merdeka to the venue of the street party, which will
have Ning as the star attraction.
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