10/ 05/ 2004
Pal esti ne wants NAM nati ons to suspend ties with Israel

By Bal an Mbses

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Pal estine hopes the mnisterial conmttee of the Non-
Al'i gned Movenent neeting here on May 13 will discuss the possibility of
nmenbers suspending political ties with Israel.

Its Anbassador to Mal aysia, Ahmad Al Farra, said Pal estinian Foreign
M ni ster Farouk Kaddoum w |l also call for the 118 menbers of the
novenent to suspend trade ties with Israel.

He hoped the 57-nenber Organisation of the Islam c Conference wll
emul ate the NAMinitiative in these areas.

"Al t hough NAMand O C have gi ven trenendous support to the Pal estini an
cause, they do not have the power to i npl enent practical neasures to take
their stand a step further," he said.

Al Farra said several resol utions and communi ques had been i ssued but
few had been enforced.

It was in this respect that nore concrete acti on shoul d be pursued by
NAM and O C nenber states in furthering the Pal estinian cause.

"l do not expect to see any | esser decision taken by the NAM i ni sters
than what the O C has taken. It is not enough to be angry or to condem
the Israelis."

He sai d Mal aysi a had taken steps under its chairmanship to give the two
organi sations a new |l ease of life with nore action-oriented stategies.

"Malaysiais fulfillingits prom ses by calling for positive actionto
further the Pal estini an cause, " he said, adding that O C s recent deci si on
here to neet the international Quartet of nations was one.

The neetings will focus on the need to stick to the internationally-
accepted road map for peace in the M ddl e East.

Al Farra said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar woul d be
| eading a five-nenmber O Cgroup to nmeet United Nations, United States,

Eur opean Uni on and Russi an | eaders.

On whether it was practical for NAMand O C nenbers to initiate a trade
boycott of Israel in viewof the US patronage of the nation, he said there
woul d definitely be strength in unity.

"Besides this, we want the UNto initiate econon c sancti ons agai nst
Israel . W al so want non-governnental organisations toinstitute measures
to help us in our cause," he said.

On recent coments that Pal estine may have | ost the propaganda war
agai nst Israel, he said the Zionist propaganda machi nery was i nmense and
very powerful.

"I't has even extended to the International Court of Justice in The Hague
where they hol d placards of Israelis killed in encounters with
Pal estinians. W& need to strengthen efforts to tell our story."

Former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Moharmad was reported in a | ocal
Bahasa Mal aysi a daily as saying that Muslimcountries shoul d be united on
the economic front to fight the arrogance of the US.

Dr Mahathir said this was the only option available as mlitary m ght
was not practical.

I nternati onal Movenent of a Just World president Dr Chandra Miuzaffar had
al so urged the Arab League to recall their envoys fromWashi ngton as a way
of registering a diplomatic protest against USinjustices in the Mddle
East .
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