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Pak Lah switched to Islam c studies after failing statistics

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today reveal ed t hat
he had wanted to major in economcs in university, but had to switchto
Islamic studies after failing a paper on statistics.

"I was not allowed to continue to do all ny honours course in econormi cs
and | had to choose ot her subjects for which |l was qualified. So | decided
to choose Islam c studies,” Abdull ah said.

He did so in mind of his grandfather, who had wanted himto go to Mecca
for religious studies, but "ny father wanted nme to conti nue ny Engli sh
education. My grandfather gave in. So | went to English school, and | had
to forget about going to Mecca for ny religious education".

"When | had to deci de whether to do an honours degree course in Islamc
studi es or Mal ay studies, | thought Islanc studies would be good," he
sai d.

Abdul I ah, interviewed by CNN' s Lorrai ne Hahn on t he Tal kAsi a programe,
al so spoke about his nother, with whomhe was very cl ose.

He said she had had a great influence on his attitude towards life,
religion and his fam |y and human rel ati ons. Asked how he coped when hi s
wife had to go for cancer treatnent, he said: "Well | had to cope withit
somehow.

"We mai nt ai ned contact when she was inthe United States. We talked to
each other on the phone al nost every night. And there was an one occasi on
when | tried video conferencing, but it did not cone out very well and we
decided to tal k on the phone.

"When | had the tine, | would fly there to see her but | couldn't do
t hat except for one occasion. She returned to Ml aysi a and went back. She

is still going though a very difficult time but she is so disciplined,
sticking to her reginme of treatment. Sonetimes | feel so sad that there is
nothing I can do, but we pray a lot together. | think that is a source of

confort,” he added.

Inreply to a question on whet her he was ti ght wi th noney, sonething
both his nmother and wife had said about himin the past, Abdullah agreed
he was careful with his expenditure.

"My famly was not rich. W had very littleto live on. | renenber
crying because | wanted a newtoy and ny father couldn't affordit. He
didn't say he didn't have the noney, but he persuaded ne not to have it.

"But today when I | ook back, | think he didn't have the noney to buy the
toy."

Asked how he felt when he was dropped fromforner Prinme Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r' s Cabi net in 1987, Abdul | ah described t he three years and ni ne
nmont hs he spent in the political wilderness as the "Japanese Cccupati on”
of his life.

He said some of those whomhe considered friends not only refused to
talk to him but would refuse even to be seen with him

"They woul d see nme at a distance and just go somewhere el se.".

Abdul | ah said he retai ned sone support in Umo, however, as being a
vi ce-presi dent, he al ways nai ntai ned contact with the grassroots.

Abdul | ah admitted that Dr Mahathir was a hard act to follow, but
reiterated that he was not under his predecessor's shadow.

"No, (Dr Mahathir) would not interfere with whatever | do, he woul d not
conment on whatever | do. He said, "This is your Government, you do
what ever you want, you are the Prine Mnister'."



On his philosophy in life, Abdullah said it was best to seek bal ance.
"There nust be a bal ance in everything we do, not too nuch of
everything, keep it sinple, not conplicated,” he said.
( END)
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