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Peace and harnony the main goal s

By Anni e Freeda Cruez

YANG di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Siraj uddi n has a notabl e presence in
Mal aysian life and is focused oninstilling a strong sense of nultiracia
unity in Mal aysi ans, ANNI E FREEDA CRUEZ writ es.

IN his two-year reign as the 12th Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddi n, 61, has often enphasi sed that Mal aysi ans shoul d viewtheir
diversity as a strength

They shoul d al ways be aware of the sensitivities of other races.

At the opening of the first session of the 11th Parliament recently, the
Ki ng sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d uphol d rmultiracial unity and have mut ual
respect at all tines and shoul der the responsi bility of nmaintaining racial
har nony al ong with the Governnment.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin, known as "The Rul er of Integrity and Respect",
has al ways been interested in his subjects and believes that racial
harmony is the root of peace and prosperity in Ml aysi a.

He has called on Muslins to unite and pool their resources for the
future.

He was quoted as saying: "I amsure Muslins in the country understand
and realise the inportance of unity in a community and country. W nust
work to preserve and strengthen our unity for the progress of our race,
religion and country."

The King said Islamdid not want its followers to | ag behind and be | eft
out of devel opnent.

But Muslins, in accordance with Islanic teachings, should be ready to
make changes and escape frompoverty and backwar dness to a nodern and nore
systematic way of life.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin urged Muslins to practise the teachings of Islam
as taught by Prophet Muhammad and not foll ow ot hers whose noral s and ways
of Iife were not based on Islam

He has al so spoken on the |Islam Hadhari concept and how it enphasises
devel opnent as well as inprovenent in |Islamc education and the
i mpl enent ati on of Syari ah.

"Islamis a religion which|oves peace and Ml aysi a has proven t hat
Muslims and non-Miuslins can |ive together in harnony.

"However, narrowinterpretati on, extrene practi ces and negati ve acti ons
are the mai n causes behind the Musl i mcommuni ty' s weakness and why it is
| eft out of devel opnent,” he said.

Tuanku Syed Siraj uddi n supports the Governnent's National Service as he
believes it will increase patriotism national integration and racia
har nony.

He has al so voi ced his concern over corruption

"Thi s problemhas to be addressed i nmedi ately and | amproud t he
Gover nnent does not discrinnateinits efforts to eradi cate corruption,”
he said.

He i s concerned over the increase in social ills and imorality, which
has resulted in crines such as child rape, incest and drug abuse.

"The Government, comunities and parents, religious teachers, ul ama and
I sl ami c experts shoul d address this problem

"The approach of puni shing, blam ng others and havi ng | ectures shoul d be
changed. U anma and preachers shoul d approach those afflicted wi th soci al
di seases and gi ve themgui dance and advi ce," said the King.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddinis worried about devel opnents in and outsi de the



country, such as increasing international trade conpetition, the sl ow
recovery of the global econony and worl dwi de terrorist activities.

He is glad the Governnent has taken neasures to i nprove the efficiency
and ability of the country to meet such chal |l enges.

He wants Mal aysi ans to brave such probl ens toget her

"World history is filled with exanples of enpires and civilisations that
wer e destroyed or have di sappeared fromthe face of the earth because
their citizens did not work together," he said.

The King al so never hesitates to pay tribute to the deserving and a case
in point would be former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for his 22
years of service

And when Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi becane the country's fifth
Prime M nister, the King congratul ated hi m

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddinin his two years of reign has visited severa
m ni stries, governnment agenci es and cor porations, attended arned forces
and police functions and cel ebrati ons, presented sports awards, been to
exhi bitions and | aunched festival s.

Anong t he many events he graced recently were the National Water
Festival Month in Alor Star, the trooping of the new col ours of the Roya
Mal ay Regi nent at the Sungai Besi military canp in Kual a Lunmpur, the
national -1 evel Maulidur Rasul celebrations at Putra Stadiumin Bukit Jali
and the "Col ours of Mal aysia 2004" at the Bukit Jalil National Stadium

He al so perforned t he menepung tawar (bl essing) cerenony for Syahriza
Sansudi n and hi s bride Noreen Daud, both 25, at their bersandi ng cerenony
at a hotel in Subang recently.

Syahri zal , an engi neer with ExxonMobil, is the youngest child of Chief
Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sansudi n Gsman.

Tuanku Syed Siraj uddin and Raj a Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah al so
made a three-day official visit to Syria.

H s busy schedule is a testanent as to how m ndful he is of his duties
as the Yang di-Pertuan Agong. It is also a reflection of one used to a
life-time of responsibility, ranging frompal ace adnmi nistrationto
mlitary service

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin, who was born in Arau, Perlis, on May 17, 1943,
initially attended the Arau Mal ay School . He was t hen educated at the
Vel lesley Primary School and Westland Primary School, both in Penang,
until 1955.

After continuing his education at the Penang Free School, he went to the
Vel | i ngbor ough Public School in England in 1963.

He then took a two-year officer cadet course at the Royal MIlitary
Acadeny i n Sandhurst, Engl and, where he | earnt the qualities of | eadership
and served as house captain and school prefect.

On his return to Mal aysi a, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n began a career in the
arned forces, which stanped himwith the mlitary bearing he carries till
t oday.

He served as a second lieutenant in the 2nd regi nent of the Ml aysi an
Reconnai ssance Corps, and was posted to Sabah and Sarawak in the m d-
1960s. Al though he resigned in 1969 to devote his energies to affairs of
state, he returned to the armed forces in 1970, this time to the
Territorial Army where he served as captain.

He was t he commandi ng of fi cer of Regi nent 504 in 1981, and was appoi nt ed
col onel -in-chi ef of the Mal aysi an Rangers two years ago.

As a sol dier, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin nade |ifelong friends and enj oyed
t he conradeshi p whi ch exi sts between nenbers of the same unit.

It was al so a tougheni ng epi sode, with | ong hot days and col d ni ghts on
patrol, and the rigours of several conventional warfare exercises in
Li bya, France, and Engl and.



H s years with the arned forces al so coi ncided with sone of the nost
dramatic periods in Malaysia's history, including the Emergency, the
Confrontation, and the race riots of 1969.

Exposure to these situations equipped himwi th experience for his reign.

In fact, during his recent visit to the Sungai Besi nilitary canp,
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n urged the Royal Mal ay Regi nent to preserve its
traditional excellence as the backbone of the country's security forces.

Learning fromits weaknesses and successes of the past, he said, the
Royal Mal ay Regi nent shoul d prepare for the future with all its
uncertainties and new devel opnents ininternational politics.

The King, who is the Suprenme Conmander of the Ml aysi an Arned For ces,
sai d nenbers of the Royal Ml ay Regi nent shoul d not conprom se or be
conpl acent about the national and regional security situation

"You nust be vigilant and ever ready to face internal and external
threats that can disrupt the well-being and peace of this |land we | ove,"
he said.

He rem nded the regi nent to safeguard its good nane and honour, and to
keep away fromunheal thy activities which nmay affect its i mage.

The King said basic mlitary principles should not be allowed to sink
with t he passage of tine, as discipline and a high | evel of preparedness
shoul d remai n the nai n agenda

Mal aysia's 12th Yang di-Pertuan Agong is also a caring ruler.

On Feb 15, the Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n Foundati on was | aunched wi th an
initial contribution of RML.55 million to help the under-privileged, the
sick and the elderly.

The foundation, incorporated on Feb 14, was | aunched by the King.

Apart fromreceiving and admni ni stering funds for desi gnated groups, the
foundation will also provide funds for medi cal and surgical facilities,
scientific research and to construct and mai ntai n hospi tals and ot her
medi cal institutions.

On the personal front, heis married to Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdu
Rashi d, a nenber of the Kelantan royal fanily.

The marriage took place on Feb 15th, 1967, after a 3 1/2-year courtship,
much of it |ong-distance, as at the tinme he was serving in the arny. They
have two chil dren, Syed Fai zuddi n, 35, and Sharifah Fazira, 30, and are a
close famly which still gathers every fortni ght despite busy schedul es.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n"s experi ence in pal ace admi ni strati on spans over
42 years, as he was appointed the Raja Muda of Perlis on Cct 30, 1960,
when he was 17

He first served as Regent in 1967, when his parents the Raja and Raja
Per empuan of Perlis toured Europe and the United States for four nonths.

He was procl ai ned the sixth Raja of Perlis on April 17, 2000, but had
little time to adjust to his newduties. Aside fromhis royal duties he
hol ds ot her positions, including the chair of the Islam c Religious
Affairs and Mal ay Custons Counci l

He i s al so Chancel |l or of Universiti Teknol ogi Mara and patron of the Red
Crescent Soci ety of Mal aysi a.

As the issue of education is particularly close to his heart, the King
i s al so chai rman of the Tuanku Syed Putra Foundati on, which was
establ i shed to hel p university students, both | ocally and abr oad.

Inwhat little free tine he has, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin indulges in his
passion for golf, a sport he first fell inlove within 1970. He is also a
football and and tennis fan, which he once played on a regul ar basi s.

Of the sports field, he enjoys readi ng, watching tel evision and surfing
the Internet.

As for his favourite food, this includes nasi kandar. Tengku Syed
Sarifuddinis also known to share a |l ove for Penang food with t he Queen.



Peopl e who have nmet the King have noted his down-to-earth nature, and
his willingness to step out frombehind the royal facade to neet subjects.

There are stories of his readiness to di spense with the kind of protocol
that i nposes a barrier between the King and the rakyat.

Many are not aware that the King has a wonderful sense of hunour and
| oves to coll ect watches. H s Maj esty has a vast watch collection and his
favourite collector's pieceis aBreitling. His interest inthe latest
t echnol ogy, for exanpl e, handphones and conputers i s i npressive.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin, the Raja of Perlis, was installed as the 12th
Yang di - Pertuan Agong on April 25, 2002 in a cerenony steeped in
tradition.

The Mal aysi an nonarchy is a uni que institution which, since 1957, el ects
the King fromanong his brother Rulers for a five-year reign.

Sul tan M zan Zai nal Abi di n of Terengganu was re-appoi nted Deputy Yang
di - Pertuan Agong.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n was el ected the Yang di-Pertuan Agong by the
Mal ay Rul ers on Dec 12, 2001 fol | owi ng t he deat h of Sultan Sal ahuddi n on
Nov 21.
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