11/ 02/ 2004

PMto chair neeting to sel ect BioValley industry players

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi wil |
chair the Nati onal Bi otechnol ogy and Bi odi versity Council neeting on Apri
1 to decide on the industry players for the BioValley project.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M nister Datuk Seri Law Hi eng Di ng
said, if chosen, these conpani es woul d be given the Bi oVal | ey status
(simlar to MSC status) and woul d enj oy the benefits offered by the
Gover nment .

"We are in the mdst of submtting the biotechnol ogy policy to the
Cabinet," he told a Press conference after | aunching Dol | y-the-Sheep board
gane at Legend Hotel here today.

Law said the nulti-mllion ringgit project was progressing very well
"The layout plan is ready and will be submitted to the Cabi net. Once,
it's cleared we will cone out with brochures introduci ng the BioValley."

Menmbers of the council include Mnisters of Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronment ; Agriculture; Health; International Trade and | ndustry;
Donesti ¢ Trade and Consuner Affairs; Primary I ndustries; Energy,

Conmmuni cati on and Mul ti medi a and Educati on.

Al Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters also sit on the council.

The BioVall ey project, |aunched by fornmer Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on May 20, | ast year will see a wi de spectrumof bi ot echnol ogy-
related activities such as drug research and bi o-processes operating on
di fferent technol ogy pl at forns.

The project cones next in inportance after the MSC to nake Mal aysi a t he
hub for biotechnol ogy-based i ndustry in the region.

Three national institutes - the National Institute for Agro-

Bi ot echnol ogy, National Institute for Genom cs and Ml ecul ar Bi ol ogy, and
National Institute of Nutraceutical and Pharmaceutical Bi otechnol ogy will
be sitedin BioValley as core facilities for research and devel opnment
activities in the area.

Earlier, when | aunching Dol ly-the Sheep board game, Law said it would
create nore interest in biotechnol ogy anong students and encour age
di scussion of its inpact on everyday life.

About 2,000 units of the board game have been devel oped by the British
Counci | and the National Bi otechnol ogy Directorate.
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