23/ 02/ 2004
PMuncertai n about Caracas Gl5, speculation on polls rises

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi may
not attend the G15 neeting i n Caracas, Venezuel a, next week, further
fuelling speculation that a general el ection may be just around the

cor ner.

However, Abdul |l ah today declined to confirmreports that he woul d not be
attendi ng the neeting.

When nmet after | aunching the National Service programre i n Kual a Kubu
Baru, Abdullah said he had yet to confirmhis attendance at the summt of
devel oping nations. "It is still alongtimetogotill the 26th," he
said. "We still have tine to decide."

Hi s ai des, including special assistant Zaki Zahid, and journalists have
already left for Caracas, rem niscent of the situation just before the
1999 general el ection, when then Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
pul | ed out of a scheduled trip to South Africa.

Dr Mahathir's aides, including Press secretary Datuk Zakari a Wahab, had
arrived in South Africa for the Conmonweal th Heads of Government Meeting
when he cancelled at the last minute and within a few days, dissol ved
Parliament for the general election.

Oficials fromthe Prime M nister's Departnment coul d not confirmwhet her
Abdull ah's trip to Caracas had been called of f, but said he had a very
tight schedul e of neetings with Barisan Nasi onal and state | eaders over
the next few weeks.

These neetings, and the full-day visits to all States by both the Prinme
M ni ster and his deputy, Datuk Seri Najib Razak, over the |l ast two weeks,
have led to intensified speculation that the general el ectionis near

Thi s nont h al one, Abdul | ah has vi sited Pahang, Johor, Perak, Sarawak and
Ter engganu, and hel d neetings with BN Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters
in Putrajaya. He al so chaired the BN suprene council|l neeting two weeks
ago.

A post poned neeting with BN MPs and State Assenbl ynen i n Kot a Ki nabal u
on March 3 is likely soon. Najib is also expected to neet BN | eaders on
Feb 29

The general el ection need not be called until Novenber, but many Umo
| eaders have indicated a preference to have it coincide with the Sabah
el ections, which nust be called by April 12.
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