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" 360 degrees' pays off for Too Phat

By Wahti Mahidin

TOO Phat's Joe Flizzowand Malique were involved in all aspects of the
maki ng of ~ 360 degrees', their third al bumand the second to go pl ati num
WAHTI MAHI DI N writes.

THERE may soon cone a tinme when the credits on a Too Phat al bumw | |
feature one sentence, over 13 |ines: Producer, arranger, |lyrics, concept,
nmusi ¢, design, fashion, m xi ng, marketing, background vocal s, recordi ng,
managenent, publicity, advertising and all al bum what - have-you's - by
Mal i que and Joe Flizzow.

If 10 years ago the termwas nulti-tasking, nowit is called surviving.

"I can't expect to just rap all ny life," said Malique, one half of the
rappi ng duo currently riding high on the crest of al bumsales, "or |
woul dn't HAVE a life."

Joe couldn't agree more with his conpatriot: "Besides, its MY life and
MY rmusic so | should be in control."

Too Phat's 360 degrees, the group's third al bumand the second to go
platinum is nmore than a recording to Malique and Joe. It is blood, sweat,
tears ... and fears all rolled out fromthe draw ng board and gruel | i ng
studi o hours, which makes the al bum s success all the nore intoxicating.

On 360 degrees, Joe produced his own sol o performance of the song Nasty
Grls, having also re-witten the lyrics and re-conposed t he additional
musi ¢ to this inprovised version of a Khatijah I brahi msong. Mlique
created his solo Where My Love At, rapped it in the studio and tweaked it
to perfection behind the controls.

In general, both Joe and Malique were thoroughly involved in the
conposi ng, arrangi ng and ni xi ng of 360 degrees for which they won two
awards for Best Group Vocal Performance and Best Local English Al bumat
| ast Saturday's Anugerah Industri Mizik (AIM.

Qut si de of al bumproduction, Joe has started a production conpany
| ooki ng i nto newtel evision progranme concepts. He has just finished a
sel f-funded pilot project called the Joe Flizz Show, and it prom ses
"fun". Joe's education as a host is being abetted by 8TV s tal k show
Fl ava, where he pl ays conpere wi th conmendabl e results, says Ahmad | zham
Orar, the station's chief operating officer.

The third menber of Too Phat, DJ T-Bone, is a resident DJ at one of KL's
bi ggest nightclubs. As a sessionist , DJ T-Bone is often hired to play
during recording of other artistes' album

Al t hough Plan B, the group's second al bum still leads in terns of
sal es, 360 degrees was a ground breaker for Too Phat on the international
scene.

Not to nention profitable, seeing as how EM recently rel eased t he
pl ati numedition of the al bum w th nmajor nodifications put in. Apart from
atotally newl ook and different concept in casing, the nusic has al so
been altered and i nmproved.

For 360 degrees PlatinumEdition, the boys went even further by "sweet-
tal ki ng" (both Joe and Malique are charning) artiste friends and
counterparts into singing together with themon the al bum Artistes
featured include I ndonesi an superstar D an Sastrowar doyo.

The 20- page bookl et for the CD was conceptual i sed, designed and directed
by Malique, fromscratch to printing plate. EM product executive Jeremny
Chong owned up to the creative, al beit amateurish, shots found all over
t he bookl et .



Yet none of these efforts can overshadow the coup when creating 360
degrees in the first place - snaring Warren G one of Anerica's earlier
godf at hers of hip hop. The collaboration with Wrren is a cruci al el ement
i n earning Too Phat gl obal esteemin the borderless world of online R&B
nusi c.

That Joe and Mal i que nanaged to nmake the connection with Warrren
pai nst aki ngly through their own contacts in the international hip-hop
scene was a nmaster stroke. For the record, let it be noted no other |ocal
act has pulled off a collaboration with an international superstar without
a push fromthe recordi ng conpany.

The hi ghlight of 360 degrees PlatinumEdition is the re-recordi ng of
Mal ay versions of hits Al handulillah and Al a Canggung - Too Phat's first
Mal ay recordings.

Regi onally within the hip-hop conmunity, Too Phat is well regarded. In
Mal aysia, it is anicon, deserving the respect and even adul ati on of ot her
artistes within as well as outside the real mof hip hop.

Wi | e di va Datuk Sharifah Aini once consented to | end her nane and voice
on a Too Phat recording, veteran singer Datuk Yusni Ham d has al so shown
support for the group.

Havi ng earned a reputation as forner Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s favourite singer, Yusni added distingui shed charmto the | aunch
of the 360 degrees Plati numEdition. Sharifah Aini corroborated with Joe
and Mal i que on stage for the song Al a Canggung, marking a first for her.
She al so sings in the recordi ng of this bonus track.

The | aunch, of course, was to nark the presentati on of the platinum
al bumto Too Phat after 360 degrees hit sales of 50,000 units.

"And we're a hip-hop group at that," said Joe, reiterating the
significance of this sales figure. Wth the | ong sl unp experienced by the
| ocal recording industry, selling breakeven nunbers of albuns is a feat
nore associ ated wi th mai nstreammusi ¢ genres.

Bot h Joe and Mal i que are that nmuch closer to realising their hope of
"not relying totally on Too Phat for incone".

"I want sonmething else to fall back on and that sonething can still be
in the nmusic and production line," says Joe.

Wth the pressure of f fromdependi ng on Too Phat's earnings, the two
will be abletotreat their nusic with the respect it deserves. They al so
expect regional industry executives to respect their achi evements by
giving themthe support they are due.

* The witer can be contacted at nstent @stp.com ny
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