29/ 02/ 2004
PM W do good for all regardless of their beliefs

Noor Adzman Baharuddi n; Ai da Ahmad

KEPALA BATAS, Sat. - Despite Ml aysia being an Islamc nation, the

Gover nment has never negl ected the needs of non-Mislins because |Islam
requires Miuslins to observe fardhu ki fayah, the obligation to do good for
all regardless of belief or race.

"W are not a secul ar nati on as charged by certain quarters,” Datuk Ser
Abdul I ah Ahnmad Badawi said at the | aunch of the State-Ievel |slamHadhari
a convention on lslamc State Adm ni stration, at the Dewan M | eni umt oday.
Al so present were Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Dr Hi |l m Yahaya and
Rel i gi ous Adviser tothe Prime Mnister, Tan Sri Dr Abdul Ham d O hnan

"A secul ar state does not care about religion or the people's welfare."

Pas, in many of its ceramah, had accused the Umo-Iled ruling Governnent
of advocating a secul ar state.

"Don't anyone dare accuse the Government or country as being secul ar,"
he said. "W take care of the people, we give themthe best so that they
coul d continue to enjoy peace and harnony and greater progress."”

Abdul | ah sai d he saw no reason why Pas can't joinin efforts to achieve
bi gger and better things for the people.

"I amwilling to listento their views too," he said. "Don't just hit
out at the Governnent."

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi ans have participated well in nation building and
woul d continue to do so to hel p realise Vision 2020.
"As Prime Mnister, | amduty-bound to ensure continuity of the peace

and progress that | inherited fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

"I amalso the | eader of a coalition party which represents the
different conmuniti es. W have and nmust al ways continue to work toget her
for the benefit of the people.™

Abdul I ah said a governnent should be caring, efficient and able to neet
t he peopl e' s needs.

I n his speech, Abdullah called on the people to continue "working with
me" to further enrich the nation

"W nmust al so safeguard the country's stability and econony to ensure
Mal aysi a achi eves greater hei ghts for the benefit of future generations.”
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