11/ 05/ 2004

Firmworking on “halal' nmeningitis vaccine for pilgrins

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - A local conpany is working to produce a hal al vaccine
for meni ngococcal neningitis for haj pilgrinms.

Fi nl ay- Heber - Bi oven Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Bi oven Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd,
will be working with the Centre for Genetic Engi neeri ng and Bi ot echnol ogy
(CI3B) in Cuba to devel op the ACYW135 vaccine to treat nmeningitis.

Bi oven chai rman Dat uk Mukhriz Mahat hir said the supply of hal a
vaccination in the country was inadequate and some contai ned a non-hal a
subst ance cal | ed porci ne.

"We have i nvest ed about RM250, 000 to conduct research and it will take
us between 12 and 18 nont hs before the vaccine is avail able."

The col l aboration will also involve experts fromUniversiti Sains
Mal aysi a and ot her | ocal universities.

"We hope to narket this vaccine gl obally, especially to the O ganisation
of the Islam c Conference countries,"” he said after attending atalk on
the genetic engineering industry in Cuba presented by Cl GB director
general Dr Luis Saturnino Herrera Martinez (picture) at the Cuban enbassy
t oday.

Al so present was Cuban anbassador Pedro Monzon Bar at a.

Saudi Arabia has nade it conpulsory for all haj pilgrims to be
vacci nated before | eaving for Mecca.
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