13/ 02/ 2004
PM Only hi-tech agriculture can ensure food sel f-sufficiency

Si m Bak Heng

KLUANG Thurs. - The agriculture sector needs to undergo a revolution if
the nation is to becone self-sufficient in food producti on and exports,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw said.

Opening the country's first |arge-scale integrated nodern agriculture
proj ect here today, he said the Government would give its full support to
any nove to nodernise agriculture

He said the advancenent of agriculture could hel p enhance the living
standards of the people, particularly of the rural poor

"But this is only possible if traditional farners are willing to change
their m ndset and accept nodern farm ng nethods that prom se high yi el ds.

"Hi gh technol ogy is not only for the manufacturing sector. Very little
is said about hi-tech agriculture, which is possible through the use of
bi o-t echnol ogy, " he said.

Illustrating this point, he said a ciku fruit that wei ghs 500gmwas only
possi ble with the infusion of high technol ogy.

He said to remain conpetitive with other food-producing countries in the
regi on, Mal aysia had no choice but to switch to hi-tech farm ng

"That is why this project in Air Hitamand Kluang i s so i nportant for
the country. It is a positive nove in the right direction to boost our
agricul ture out put and reduce our annual food inport bill," he said at the
| aunch of a greenfield comercial farm ng project i n Kahang, about 20km
from here.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, Agriculture
M ni ster Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin, his deputy Datuk Seri Mhd Shari f f
Omar, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng and Agriculture Mnistry
secretary-general Datuk Abi Miusa Asa' ari Mhd Nor.

The project, spread over 3,459 hectares in three different |ocations, is
an i dea that was originally mooted by former Prime Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, and based on a nmaster plan drawn up by the Royal
Agriculture College in the United Ki ngdom

Twenty conpanies are involved in the project. O the nunber, four are
into livestock breeding, with |arge-scale farns in Padang Hijau which
started operations | ast Septenber.

The others are involved in aqua-cul ture, vegetable and fruit farm ng at
either the Ayer Hitam Agriculture Institute or the Veterinary Institute in
Ayer Hitam

Abdul ah sai d t he project coul d become a showcase of nodern agriculture
inthe country when fully devel oped, adding that rural farners involved in
the project stood to benefit fromhigher incomes and i nproved standard of
l'iving.

"This is proof that the Governnent has not negl ected rural devel opnent
and t he needs of the farm ng community," he said.

"Hi gh technology is inperative for the agriculture sector to grow, as is
the case with manufacturing industries. W nmust al so noderni se snal | -scal e
farm ng and attract big conpanies to participate inthe ventures," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah said the country was endowed with fertile soil and vast tracks
of land suitable for agriculture, which he added, was a bl essing from
Al l ah.

"We have all the natural resources. In fact, Ml aysia is deened as one
with the richest in ternms of bio-diversity in the region.



"We shoul d, therefore, nobilise all our efforts to utilise the resources
and ensure that it will bring greater wealth to our nation."

Abdul | ah urged the Agriculture Mnistry to co-operate with all the State
Governments to devel op t he sector extensively, adding that this would
benefit rural folk, the majority of whomwere farners.

"It is necessary to have the right policies and progranmres, but what is
nmore i nportant at the end of the day, is whether our farners are
successful . "

The Prime M nister said the spillover fromnodernisation of agriculture
was tremendous as this could | ead to the devel opment of a host of
downstream processing factories and other small- and nedi um scal e
i ndustries.
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