21/ 03/ 2004
PM Support for tertiary education to continue

M K. Megan; Firdaus Abdul | ah
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Government will continue to provide tertiary
education to the young even though sone of themmay not appreciate this.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi said today it was
i nportant to educate these students, find out what their qual ms were and
to understand their expectations.

"I"'msad if they are not thankful and think that the Governnent's
contribution is insufficient,” Abdullah saidinalive TV3 interviewfrom
Kepal a Bat as.

"\Wet her they are thankful or not, we have a responsibility to continue
our efforts to nurture and gui de the young with t he hope that they will
eventual |y change their attitude

"It is our responsibility totry to understand themby actively engagi ng
i n di al ogues and di scussi ons. "

He stressed that he coul d understand the mind and attitude of the
under gr aduat es si nce he had served as a Yout h Depart ment director many
years ago

The Prine Mnister, in the onehour interview, was asked a series of
questions ranging fromthe BN s nove to field religious figures, |ast
m nut e canpai gn tactics, his expectations of elected representatives and
his anti-corruption drive.

He al so took questions sent by e-nail

On Umo's nove to field candidates with religi ous backgrounds, Abdull ah
said that it was not a co-incidence as the party wanted a m x of
professionals fromall fields.

"We are intentionally fielding candi dates with various qualifications
and background, includingreligious scholars, to have a forni dable team™

Asked about voter sentinment in Kel antan and Ter engganu whi ch showed t hat
a portion of themwoul d rather vote for the Qpposition and endure poverty
rather than vote the BN and enj oy devel opnent as they feared they were
answerable in the
hereafter, Abdull ah said he too had to face the hereafter

"I will also be questioned in akhirat.

"Poverty is not part of Islam W cannot sinply accept the fact that we
are poor and do nothing about it.

"We nust be progressive, successful and be abl e to spread our teachings.

"It is inevitable that we have to face devel opnent.

"I'f you are a good Muslim know edgeabl e and abi de by the teachi ngs t hen
it's good for Islamand Mislins.

"There are many Muslimnations which remain Islamc in nanme only, and
t hey are poor, powerl ess and i ncapabl e of defending thereligionitself.
It's humliating."

In an earlier intervieww th ntv7, he urged the people to exercise their
rights as responsible citizens and rem nded themthat voting was vital to
ensure a Government which truly represented t he peopl e.

"Thi nk carefully and deci de who you are goi ng to choose.

"Take part in the polls because we want the highest voter turnout, we
want a strong Governnent based on a strong turnout," he said.

"I'f the turnout is lowthen the strength of the Governnment woul d be
guestionabl e.

"W need a strong nandate fromyou to serve you effectively."

Abdul I ah rem nded the peopl e not to cast synpathy votes as propagated by



t he Opposition as synpat hy woul d not serve any purpose.

Asked to comment on the Opposition appeal to the peopl e of Kedah and
Perlis to vote the BNinto Parlianent but deliver the state seats to them
Abdul I ah said it was not practical and urged the voters not to divide
their support and instead gi ve the BN a strong mandat e.

On BN candidates riding on his "M C ean | nage" and that posters with
his portrait are all over the country, he said:

"Even i n previous el ections, posters carrying Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s
pi cture were everywhere.

"This i s because the | eader of the party which successfully forns the
Governnent woul d be the central figure of the adm nistration.

"So it is about letting the people know who will be | eading the
Governnent. It depends nuch on the | eader.™

He added that the people's response towards the BN in Terengganu and
Kel ant an was very favourabl e.

"I'f we come to power it would be easier as we can share sane strategies
to develop the two States."

He cited Sabah as an exanpl e of a devel opnent nodul e under the BN after
it was recaptured fromthe Opposition.
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