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Polls will mark end of an era for veteran politicians

K. P. Varan

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Many veterans who have dom nated t he Mal aysi an
political | andscape since | ndependence and the 1960s will retire at the
general election, marking the end of an era.

Most prom nent anong themis former prine mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who began his political activismas a student in Singapore inthe
| ate 1940s and contested and won his first parlianentary seat in 1964.

Dr Mahathir went on to becone Deputy Prine Mnister in 1976 and Prime
Mnister in 1981 before retiring | ast Cctober.

He wi || vacate his Kubang Pasu seat in Kedah but has pl edged to conti nue
wor ki ng for Umo and canpaign in the el ections.

Anot her veteran, fornmer finance minister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, who made
his mark as the point man for the Governnent in negotiating a solutionto
Sarawak's political crisis in the nmd-1960s, will also vacate his Merbok
seat, also in Kedah.

Dai mserved as Finance Mnister from1984 to 1991 and was recal |l ed
during the Asian currency crisis in 1997 to serve the Cabi net again. He
left the Cabinet in 2001.

Fornmer Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who will go down
in history as the | ongest-serving MCA president - 16 years, began his
political career by wi nning the Mata Kuchi ng parlianmentary seat in Penang
in 1974.

In 1986, he noved to Labis in Johor as MP.

Dr Ling, too, will no longer take a seat in Parlianment House after the
general el ection.

Former Agriculture Mnister Tan Sri Sul ai man Daud, who has been MP for
Petra Jaya since 1974, is also retiring.

Ener gy, Conmuni cations and Mul ti medi a M ni ster Datuk Amar Leo Mbggi e,
havi ng rel i nqui shed hi s position as president of Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak
in May | ast year, will also |leave the political scene.

He contested and won the Machan State seat in Sarawak in 1974, and is
currently the MP for Kanow t.

Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Seri Mhd Ef f endi
Norwawi has reportedly asked to be "excused" fromthis election. The MP
for Kual a Rejang first contested and won t he Sarawak State seat of Dal at
in 1991.

Land and Co-operative Devel opnment M nister Tan Sri Kasitah Gaddam
faci ng charges of corruption, is unlikely to contest. He won the Kinabalu
Parlianmentary seat in 1986 and is currently a Senat or.

Former Wanita Umo deputy president Tan Sri Zaleha | smail, M for
Gonbak, will al so be nmaki ng way. Penang MCA stalwart Tan Sri Sak Cheng Lum
will also quit the political scene with this election. He first becane the
St at e Assenbl yman of Bagan Jermal, Penang, in 1978. After switchingto a
parlianentary seat in 1986, he retai ned the Bagan Jernal State
constituency in the past two el ections and was al so Penang State MCA
chairman from 1986 to 2002.

Former Mal acca MCA chai rman Dat uk Gan Boon Leong, who turned gi ant-
killer inthe 1982 el ection by defeating the then DAP secretary-general
LimKit Siang i n Bandar Hilir, Ml acca, has al so announced his intention
toretire frompolitics. He is the State Assenbl yman for Duyung.

Sone aren't yet ready to go, however. Anpng the veterans who are keen to
continue serving the rakyat i s Tun CGhafar Baba, who has contested and won



in every general election since 1955. The MP for Batu Berendam has of fered
hi nsel f as a candi date for a 12th consecutive el ection this time around.
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