02/ 04/ 2004
Council to fix date for Umo polls

Nur ai na Sarmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Umo suprene council neeting this Sunday will
fix an early date, possibly within the next four nonths, for party

el ections which will see both Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Dat uk
Seri Najib Razak el ect ed unopposed to the party's top posts.

Abdul I ah, the Umo deputy president, becane acting president foll ow ng
hi s predecessor Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's retirenent in October | ast year.
He will seek to be confirmed as president. Najib will seek endorsenent to
be el evated to Abdul | ah' s position as deputy president of Umo.

Umo of ficials said Abdul | ah, who will chair Sunday's neeting, will seek
the council's endorsenent to proceed with the el ections and party assenbly
as early as allowed by the party's rules.

This is to ensure that party | eaders are not distracted by canpai gni ng
and can i nstead focus on fulfilling their prom ses made during the general
el ecti on canpai gn.

"Wth the party elections out of the way, we can work wi thout any
distraction," a council nenber said.

The el ections were originally supposed to be held | ast year but was
post poned.

Fol I owi ng t he spectacul ar perfornance by the Bari san Nasional, and in
particular Umo, in the general election, the assenbly is not expected to
see the normal intensity and acrinony of previous party el ections.

Neverthel ess, a keen contest is expected for the three vice-president
posts and the 25 suprene council seats.

There will also be elections in the Wanita, Youth and Puteri w ngs.

The president's and deputy president's posts are not likely to be
chal | enged, paving the way for Abdullah and Najib to officially assune the
post s.

There will be a vacancy for the vice-president's post with Najib
becom ng deputy president. The ot her i ncunbents Tan Sri Muhammad Muhamrad
Tai b and Tan Sri Muhyi ddin Yassin will defend their posts. Mihanmad
confirnmed his intentions today.

Wani ta Umo president Datuk Paduka Rafi dah Aziz said with the expanded
Cabi net, new m nisters may want to vie for posts.

Raf i dah and her deputy Datuk Shahrizat Jalil are not expected to be
chal l enged for the top two Wanita posts.

However, there are expected to be fights for the top posts of the Youth
and Puteri w ngs.

It is not clear whether Youth chief Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein, who is
now Education M nister, wants to seek the hi gher post of vice-president or
def end his Umo Youth presidency.

Puteri Umo chi ef Datuk Azalina O hnman Sai d has breached the 40-year age
limt and will give up her post to possibly seek a seat on t he suprene
council. There are many interested candi dates for her job in Puteri.

Branch and di vi sional elections will precede the elections for the party
suprene council seats, and in the Wanita, Youth as well as Puteri w ngs.

Anot her matter high on this Sunday's agenda is a review of Umo's
performance i n the general election and the rol e of saboteurs fromw thin
t he ranks.

Former suprene council nmenber and ex-Pasir Mas Umo head Dat uk | brahim
Ali will be anong the first to face alifetine expulsion for standing as
an i ndependent agai nst the BN.



I brahimlost in the el ections but he acted as a spoiler, causing Umo to
| ose two state seats within that parlianentary constituency. If Umo had
won the two seats, it woul d have formed the State Government in Kel ant an.

The ot her is Sabah's John CGhani, who contested and won as an i ndependent
in the Kual a Penyu state seat.

Umo anended its constitution to allowfor lifetime bans on saboteurs
and renegade party nenbers.

Counci | nenber Datuk Shahrir Abdul Sanmad expects the i ssue of nmoney
politics to be brought up in viewof the forthcom ng party el ecti ons.

"Wth the new adni ni stration's enphasis on a clean and credible
Governnent, there is all the nore reason to di scuss this," he said.

The appoi nt ment of the new Umo secretary-general will also be nade at
t he nmeeting. Kangar Umo di vi si on chi ef Datuk Radzi Shei kh Ahmad i s ti pped
to replace retiring secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.
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