30/ 01/ 2004

Kit Siang and Karpal to contest in next polls

MJUAR, Thurs. - DAP chairman LimKit Siang and his deputy Karpal Singh -
who have been active in politics since the 1960s - will contest in this
year's general election, party secretary-general Kerk KimHock said today.

This wi |l make themanong t he | ongest serving politicians contestingin
the new m || enni um

Lim 63, who has been active in politics since the 1960s, first
contested and becane a Menber of Parlianment in the 1969 general election
Karpal, 64, won the Bandar Alor Star State seat in the 1974 el ection

Their contenporaries include former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, who first contested in 1964, former I nformati on M ni ster Tan Sr
Mohanmed Rahmat, who contested in 1969, and Tun Ghafar Baba, who started
his career in the | ate 1950s.

Dr Mahat hir and Mohanmed have both said they will not contest the next
general election. Ghafar, 78, is also expected to retire.

"I can confirmthat the newlist will include chairman LimKit Siang and
hi s deputy Karpal Singh as nom nated by t he Penang DAP. They are stil
able to play effectiveroles in Parlianent," Kerk said after attending a
Gong Xi Fa Cai cel ebration organi sed by the DAP Ledang di vi si on at Bukit
Ganbi r, about 42kmfromhere, |ast night.

He said the DAP was finalising its |ist of candidates for the el ection

The line-up, he said, would include veterans, incunbents and new f aces
who woul d nmake up nore than 30 per cent of all candidates.

He said many of its candi dates woul d be professionals or graduates.

In the 1999 general election, the DAP fiel ded candi dates in 47
parlianmentary and 58 State seats.
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