14/ 01/ 2004

Abdul I ah: Dynamni ¢ Janmal udi n nmy best nman for Domestic Trade portfolio

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi
toni ght said forner Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Dr Jamal udin Jarjis was
the best candidate to replace Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin as Donestic Trade
and Consumer Affairs Mnister.

He descri bed Jaral udi n as "young, strong and dynam c" and t he best
replacenment to head the mnistry.

"When | wanted to nove Tan Sri Miuhyiddin Yassin to the Agriculture
portfolio, I thought Jamal udi n was t he best candi date because he has good
| eadership qualities."”

"Now you are the boss and | hope you will hel p expand t he donestic
econony whichis equally inmportant," said Abdul | ah at an appreciation
di nner for Jamml udin and to wel come Tan Sri Nor Mbhaned Yakcop as new
Second Fi nance M nister.

The di nner, held at Sheraton Hotel, was organi sed by the Fi nance
Mnistry Welfare and Sports C ub.

Abdul | ah al so t hanked Jamal udi n for keepi ng hi mupdated on activities of
the Finance M nistry follow ng his appointrment as Prinme M ni ster on Cct
31.

Abdul | ah t ook over the Finance portfolio fromhis predecessor Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

He said Janal udin briefed hi mevery Tuesday on key matters relating to
the ministry, ahead of the weekly Cabi net neeti ngs on Wednesdays.

"He briefed ne on the various i ssues and procedures for my understandi ng
and this was hel pful," Abdul | ah sai d.

Dr Mahat hir appoi nted Jamal udin to the post 14 nonths ago and in a ninor
reshuffle | ast week, he was given a new responsibility.

Abdul I ah sai d Nor Mohamed was no stranger to the (Finance) mnistry
havi ng served as advi ser before his el evation.

"I hope he can serve at | east one termbecause his experience i s much
needed, " he said.

Jamal udi n t hanked Abdul I ah for havi ng confidence in him
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