02/ 01/ 2004
It happened in 2003!

Ani t a Anandar aj ah; Ri na Qmar
WHAT a year, what a year! W' ve had war, disease, studi ed Mat hemati cs and
Science in English and ... 'gasp' ... Ashton Kutcher proposed to the well-
preserved Demi Mdore. Here's a round-up of youth-related events that took
pl ace t hroughout 2003, in case you were asl eep for the nost part of the
year or, if like nost teens, you didn't read the newspapers!

JANUARY

2: Back to school

The new school year kicks off with the inplenentation of Mathematics and
Sci ence syl labi in English. Now, what's the English equival ent of
"penjamni | an"?

4: Laptops for schools

To facilitate the transition to teachi ng Mathenmati cs and Sci ence in
English, all schools have received | aptop conputers, LCD projectors and
software. The Educati on M ni stry has al so announced t hat contract teachers
can now work until they are 65 years old to address t he shortage of
experienced teachers in Sci ence, Mathematics and Engli sh.

18: No nore easy way out for

SPM hol ders

Sijil Pel ajaran Ml aysi a hol ders can no | onger enrol directly into
degree courses. The Education M nistry has said that foundati on or di pl ona
courses, or the STPMis a prerequisite.

20 - 26: X Ganes in KL

The Asian X Games V and ESPN Junior X Ganmes |V were held at the KLCC
park and the M nes Resort, Kual a Lunpur. Young Mal aysi ans ener ged
chanpi ons in the Junior X-Ganes for the second year running with a booty
of four golds.

FEBRUARY

14: Even Stevens at schoo

W may soon have to say goodbye to private schools and national -type
school s as t he governnent has plans to restructure the exi sting nationa
school systemto attract students of all races.

21: Longer school hours in Perlis

Secondary school students in Perlis can | ook forward (or not) to | onger
school hours fromMarch. According to Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan
Kassim English and Arabic will be taught.

26: Inproved SPM STPMresults

Cheers all round as the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM and Sijil Tingg
Per sekol ahan Mal aysi a (STPM exami nation results showed overal |
i mprovenent. Atotal of 663 candi dates obtained 1As in all subjects in the
SPM

MARCH

3: Sultan launches foundation

for youths

Tal ent ed but di sadvant aged Mal aysi an youths can nowturn to the the
Yayasan Raj a Muda Sel angor | aunched by the Sul tan of Sel angor, Sultan
Shar af uddi n I dri s Shah. The Sultan has | aunched the trust fund under his
son, Raja Muda Tengku Amir Shah, 12, who will contribute a substanti al
amount fromhis nonthly incone to the fund until he turns 21.

APRI L

21: Bangsar doctor sl ashed

to death



Two unenpl oyed youths and a fornmer deputy nminister's son have since been
charged with the nurder of a nmedical practitioner. Dr T. Ariaratnam 66,
was sl ashed on the head while his assistant, P. Vasudran, was seriously
injured during a pre-dawn attack at a polyclinic in Lorong Marof,
Bangsar, Kual a Lunpur. Two others renmin at |arge.

29: Police Corps in university

Want a bod of steel? Join the police corps! Universiti Utara Ml aysia
chal ks a first in the country with a police volunteer corps in an
institution of higher learning. Open only to first-year students, they
wi || possess the power to arrest and i ssue surmonses as provi ded under the
Police Act 1967.

MAY

26: CGone are the VCDs

Petaling Street will never be the sane again with the noticeabl e absence
of pirated VCDs. Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad gave police two weeks to cone
down hard on those responsible for the distribution of pornographic video
conpact discs and illegal el ectronic gam ng nachi nes.

JUNE

17: MyKad under utilised

Despi te bei ng equi pped with useful features |like Touch 'n' Go and MEPS
Cash, as well as containing the driver's |licence and passport infornation
the five million MyKad hol ders are not fully utilising card. Nationa
Regi stration Department director-general Datuk Azizan Ayob attributed this
to the lack of awareness of MyKad's features.

20: Doubl e trouble

Weeks after the all-clear signal for SARS, GuangDong is hit by anot her
epi dem c, Japanese encephalitis. Health officials said 18 chil dren have
succunbed to the outbreak that has i nfected 211 peopl e.

21: Potter Mania

Queues started as early as 6amat mmj or bookstores Ki nokuniya and MPH in
the Klang Val l ey as excited fans waited to purchase the fifth part of the
Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix

24: Beckham comes for a visit

Davi d Beckhamnet thousands of fans in Kual a Lunpur for nearly three
hours at the Kual a Lunpur Badmi nton Stadi um Beckham pl ayed severa
versi ons of ki ckabouts with | ucky fans sel ected t hrough conpetitions
organi sed by sponsor Castrol. He al so donated RVM21, 400 to t he Montfort
Boys Hone.

JULY

1. Dad- napper

COLLEGE student P. Jacob Jebaraj, 20, was charged wi th ki dnappi ng, which
carries the death penalty or life inprisonnent.

Jacob ki dnapped his father for a Rvb0, 000 ransomwhi ch was paid by his
not her. The ki dnap victim Ponnusany Nal at hamby, still felt it was his
fatherly duty to engage a | awyer to represent the youth in court.

2: Teen guilty of nurder

A 13-year-old boy was found guilty of murder by the Hi gh Court for
stabbing his tuition teacher's daughter nore than 20 ti mes | ast year

AUGUST

12: School bullies

Ei ght FormFive students of Sekol ah Menengah Tekni k i n Batu Pahat were
accused of causing grievous hurt to a classnmate. The victi msuffered
serious injury to his liver and bl adder.

22: High society

Twenty Form Five students of Sekol ah Tuanku Abdul Rahman in | poh were
expel |l ed for all eged i nvol venent in gangsterism They were believedto
have revived a feared group, outlawed | ast year, that terrorised juniors.



31: KL Mbonorail |aunched

Shopping in the Bukit Bintang, Kuala Lunmpur, is now nore convenient with
the launch of the KL Monorail. Want to check out the |latest kid on the
bl ock, the Berjaya Ti mes Square? Just hop on at the Sentral stationin
Brickfields and you'll be there in 10 m nutes!

SEPTEMBER

11: Cheaper CDs and VCDs

from January

We can now stretch our skinpy all owance further, thanks to cheaper CDs
which will be capped at RM1 for | ocal and RM9 for international albuns,
while VCDs will be sold at RML4 for both | ocal and i nternational novies.

29: Berjaya Tines Square opens

Shoppi ng beconmes a nore strenuous sport with the opening of the
cavernous Berjaya Times Square. It includes a shopping mall, theme park,
office space and five-star service apartnents.

OCTOBER

15: Linkin Park rocks KL

Prai se the powers-that-be for allow ng Linkin Park to performin Kual a
Lunpur. The party raged on at Merdeka Stadium attracting fans fromas far
as Johor and Penang.

23: New TV channel s

Couch potatoes rejoice as there are nowtwo nore TV stations to tune in
to. 8TV, touted to 'revolutionise' thelocal TVindustry, targets young
ur ban audi ences as well as the Chinese community whil e Channel N ne,
another free TV station, was | aunched the day before. Wo-hoo!

31: Dr Mahathir retires

A historical nonment for Mal aysia as Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad retires
after running the country for 22 years. Stepping into his shoes is Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi who was sworn in as the country's fifth prine
m ni ster.

NOVEMBER

3: "Work with me, not for me"

That is the mantra of prine mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi
who started work at his new office. And experiencing it first-hand were 18
Yout hQuake readers who had breakfast with Pak Lah at his office in
Putraj aya two weeks earlier. He asked themfor their views on various
i ssues and to send himtheir wish lists. Wiat can we say? The PMr ocks!

3: Arghh... exam season!

Maki ng the final |ap of secondary school |ife are 420,058 Fifth Form
students who began their SPM exam nati on.

Stiffer traffic penalties

"P drivers take extra precaution after the Road Transport Departnent's
announcemnent to revoke the |icences of probationary drivers who are booked
for traffic offences two weeks before and after Hari Raya. Wat's worse,
they'|ll have to wait a year to re-sit their driving tests. G oan!

22: Free your nmind

SPM s over! After nonths of being chained to the desk, Fifth Forners
ki ss their textbooks and test papers goodbye.

22: Murder in the fanmly

Two teenaged sisters and their two nmale friends were charged with the
nmurder of the girls' stepfather Hans Herzog. Herzog was sl ashed to death
at his hone in Subang Jaya, Selangor, on Nov 12.

DECEMBER

5. SEA-ing gold

Young Mal aysi ans held the our flag high at the Vietnam Sea Ganes when
Leong Miun Yee earned a gold for diving. Sprinter Nazni zan Muhammad, 22,
broke Mal aysia's 36-year wait to win a gold in the 100m dash.



9: Call to National Service

Franti c exchanges of text messages and tel ephone calls were the order of
the day as 17-year-olds scranbled to find out whether they had been
selected as the first batch of National Service recruits who begin
training this year.

18: The King coneth

Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King opened to hordes of eager fans
who had bought tickets to the novie a week in advance. Hard-core fans
braved fatigue, cold and hunger (well, alnost!) to endure the 12-hour
mar at hon screening of all three LOTR novi es!

29: PMR results are out!
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