25/ 07/ 2004

PM Decision to send nmedical teamis due to concern for Iraqis

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Malaysia's decisionto send anmlitary medical team
tolraq is because it is concerned for the people of Iraq, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d.

"W have to send a military nedi cal teambecause of the dangerous
situation there and a military man woul d know howto | ook after hinself.
The mlitary teamis UN-mandated,” the Prime Mnister said in a 15-nmnute
interview aired over BBC s special edition of Asia Today broadcast this
nor ni ng.

It was Abdullah's first visit to London since taking over fromTun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamed | ast Cct ober.

He had earlier net US President George W Bush i n Washi ngt on where he
had nooted the i dea of sending a specialist nedical teamto Iraq.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a's decision to send a nedical teamindicated its
interest to participate in the reconstruction of Iraq.

On whet her the teamwoul d be responsible to the UN and not to the US,
Abdul I ah said it would report to whoever was in charge in |ragq.

Abdul | ah al so responded, anpbng ot hers, to a questi on on whet her the war
on terror in Southeast Asia had been won.

"I't's not conpletely won but we believe that soon we shoul d see no nore
threat," he said.

The Prine M nister said he was not | ooking for a date to declare victory
over terrorismbut rather for the world to know when sonet hi ng had been
achi eved "with the regi on bei ng peaceful with no nore incidents".

Mal aysi a, he said, continued to remain vigilant about terrori st
activities, adding that he was confident the nation could be able to
handl e any new el enents of Jemaah | sl ani yah t hat emerge.

On the Bari san Nasional's success in the recent general election,
Abdul | ah attributed it to the party taking a stand on Islam

"Qur stand was to of fer |slambased on noderation, respect for the
people, a willingness to co-operate and to share power."

He said | sl amwas progressive and coul d showthe way forward to progress
inall fields and rem nded Miuslins that to seek know edge was conpul sory.
On whet her he was an "Islamst", he said he did not |ike the termand

woul d rather refer to hinmself as a devout Muslim

Asked if religion should be part of his political strategy, Abdullah
said faith in God was i nportant to hi mbecause it influenced hi min many
ways to be honest, trustworthy and account abl e.

To a question on whether Ml aysia was an Islanmic state as stated by Dr
Mahat hir, he said he had no problemw th that |abel.

"I told themthat this statenent by Dr Mahathir was based on the
recogni tion of the achi evenent that we have made all these years, that is
t he devel opnent of Mal aysia and the progress of Muslins today (in
Mal aysia)."

On whet her Malaysia's status as an Islanmic state neant that ot her groups
in the country were second-cl ass citizens, Abdullah said:

"There is no such thing as ot her groups being second-class citizens. W
are totally conmtted to power-sharing with people fromother faiths of
different ethnic origins."

The | ast general election, he said, saw non-Mislimcandi dates winning in
Musl i mmajority constituencies.

"W are very conscious of the need to keep the balance all the tine. W



cannot just tal k about participation and sharing of power if people do not
see any evidence of this."

Meanwhile, in an intervieww th the Washi ngton Post, Abdul | ah said
Mal aysi a had det ai ned 50 people in the past three years who had |inks with
Islamc terrorist networks.

He said Mal aysia did not have a donestic terror problembut remnained
vigil ant.

On the Mddl e East, the newspaper quoted himas saying that the US
shoul d denonstrate good faith i n addressi ng the root causes of terrorism
inthe region and the concerns of noderate Muslins and Iraqis.

Abdul I ah sai d he was worri ed about the perception gap between the Muslim
and Western worl ds, adding that it will have an i npact on security for all
if it worsened.

He suggested that both sides engage i n dial ogue to understand each ot her
better.

( END)
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