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Pragmati smkey to PBS rehabilitation

John Teo

ITis sonewhat ironical that Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) is finally fully
rehabilitated in the Barisan Nasional (BN) fold after the retirement of
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, al though credit still has to go to himfor
accepting PBS back while he was still Prine Mnister and BN Chai r man.

PBS full participation in government at both the Federal and State
| evels following the general electionis a remnder that the BN as a
political force in Malaysia is a wi nner w thout peer.

PBS | eft Dr Mahathir in the lurch at probably the | owest point in his
long political career - on the eve of a general election when Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah split fromUmo after nearly unseating the then Prine
M nister as Umo President.

Dr Mahathir then typically met firewith fire, deciding al nbst on the
spot on Umo's i mredi ate entry i nto Sabah politics. He ganbl ed hugely then
and t he cl ear dividends of that ganble finally becone apparent only now,
under his successor, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi .

If ever a | esson is needed agai nst appeasi ng your political eneny,
Umo's entry i nto Sabah nust be a classic. Now PBS has to be content with
pl ayi ng second-fiddle to Umo on a political turf which the forner
appear ed unassai | abl e before.

The decades of political in-fighting have clearly taken its toll on
Sabah. Thought ful Sabah fol k i nvari ably | ook across the border to Sarawak
with an envious eye onthe latter's remarkabl e physi cal transformation
under stable BN rule.

Now Sabah has a real chance to play catch-up, with Umo well-entrenched
and PBS deciding that pragmati smis the better part of val our.

Wth PBS actively inside the BN Governnent, and forner Chief M nister
Datuk Seri Pairin Kitingan as Deputy Chief Mnister and one of his key
party-mates, Datuk Dr Maximus Ongkili, as a Federal Mnister, the two nost
significant political forces in Sabah today both have al nost equal Iy vital
stakes in ensuring that the current BN adninistrations at State and
Federal |evels deliver to the people.

| deol ogi cal differences aside, particularly the academn c i ssue of
Sabah's rightful place within the Mal aysi an Federation, will have to be
set aside in favour of the traditional bread-and-butter issues over which
Mal aysi an el ections are won or | ost.

The ul timate saving grace of the BN coalitionis its essential
pragmati sm wherein nortal political enem es can fight tooth-and-nail once
they have a falling-out but eventually see nerit in reconciling for the
greater good of the people.

Such acts of statesnmanship can only cone about if wi nners and | osers
alike win and | ose honourably.

As the sayi ng goes, nothing succeeds |ike success and the BN brand seens
to be the only one that can spell success in Ml aysia.

It seens natural that |ike-minded pragmatic political parties eventually
deci de they have nmore in comon within the BN. Political forces which
truly believe they want to nake a difference on the Ml aysi an political
| andscape will ultimately have to make their peace and deci de they can
only make that di fference by being inside rather than outside the BN

Denocracy purists may carp over such a state of affairs but result-
oriented Mal aysi ans cannot conpl ain and t hey prove through el ection after
election that they formthe electoral majority in this country.
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