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Nam bi a wants a greater Ml aysi an presence

Bal an Moses

TO Mal aysi ans, Nami bia m ght be just a name |inked to South Africa's
difficult past. But to the average Nam bian, Malaysiais virtually God's
gift totheland of 1.8 mllion people living in an area eight tinmes the
size of the peninsula and Sabah and Sarawak put toget her.

The link is a little-known Mal aysi an textil e conpany, Ramatex, which has
literally changed t he econom c | andscape by provi di ng t housands of jobs to
Nam bi ans.

The benefits accruing fromthe jobs go beyond nmere enpl oynent
opportunities; they are the fruits of freedomfor a people denied their
just dues for decades.

Nam bi an H gh Commi ssioner to Mal aysia Neville Gertze cannot stop
tal ki ng about Ramatex and what its involvenent in Nam bia nmeans to his
country.

Every second word uttered in a recent interviewseened to be related to
Ramat ex and t he changes that it has brought to Nani bi an society.

Such is the conpany's profile in Namibia that its RVB80 nmillion
i nvestment in the south-western African nationis recordedinits official
i nvestnent profile brochure distributed around t he worl d.

He is equal Iy | oquaci ous about Mal aysia in general and the rol e that
Mal aysi an busi nessnmen can play in devel opi ng the nascent denocracy.

"l have a clear and definite objective here.

"I feel an urgent need to i ntroduce Nanmi bia to Ml aysi ans.

"After all, the biggest investnent in Nanibia outside of mningis from
Mal aysia's Ramatex," he said at his Wsnma HLA of fice al ong Jal an Ki a Peng
in Kual a Lunpur.

The office is part of his personal effort to give Mal aysi ans what he
calls "the right picture about Nam bia".

H's earlier office in another part of the city did not quite carry the
i mpression of a nationin ahurry to catch up with the rest of the
devel oped worl d.

"I told ny superiors about the need to nove and they told ne to go ahead
if 1l could doit onnmy own. Well, here we are now," he added.

Gertze is eager to help his country make up for the | ost years when
apart hei d robbed t he i ndi genous peopl e of basic rights, keeping themin
the grip of poverty in aland naturally blessed with wealth.

This is the paradox that the 38-year-old Gertze and his countrymen hope
to overcone as fast as possible to take Namibia to its rightful place
under the sun.

And he i s banki ng on Mal aysi a's historical rel ationship and support for
t he cause of his people during the liberation war to further Nami bia's
devel oprment agenda

He fondly renmenbers Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad as one of the few
worl d | eaders who took the fight agai nst apartheid to South Africa's
door st ep.

"Mal aysi a has al ways been friendly to us, especially inthe liberation
war. It is a constant rem nder of what Ml aysi a has done for us."

According to Gertze, Nam bia nmust easily be the best place in Africato
i nvest .

It offers a zero-tax climate for products manufactured in the country
for export, it is a beneficiary of quota exenption by the US and has
preferential trade and business status in US and Europe.



This is what he wants Ml aysi an busi nessnmen to exploit.

"Ml aysi an busi nessnen shoul d i nvest in our country because of a host of
reasons as | have nentioned. Most of all they will see a willingness in
our Governnent to facilitate trade that may not be possible in nost
countries,” he said.

One cannot stop Gertze fromtelling the Ramatex story which seens to be
the crowning gl ory of the Mal aysi an presence i n Nani bi a

"They (Ramatex) chose us over South Africa after two years of
negotiations with the country. | believe they chose us because the pace of
negoti ations with us i npressed them

"Whi | e Ramat ex has gi ven us 10, 000 j obs, the conpany's inpact has gone
beyond this because of the secondary effect of jobs on famlies.”

The first-tinme head of m ssion who had a stint as commerci al counsel | or
in South Africa has anot her proposition for Ml aysians - grow cotton in
Nani bi a.

Those who know Nami bia will al so acknow edge that the Nami b and Kal ahari
deserts (the fil mThe Gods Miust be Crazy was shot here) render a |l arge
part of the nation useless for cultivation

And anbi tious as they are, the Nam bi ans have identified land in the
northern part of the country for cotton

To be sure, Ramatex uses cotton from South Africa

Gertze has done his honework in the seven nonths that he has been here
with part of his research in the Mal aysian furniture-nmaking i ndustry.

He i s confident that Ml aysi ans can use the high quality tinber in the
limted northern forests in Nam bia to fashi on exports.

Gertze and his Governnent obviously are firmbelievers in the hone truth
t hat one shoul d make t he best of things and not conpl ai n about what life
has dealt the country.

Take the deserts that crowd Namibians into a very nuch small er space
t han t hey shoul d.

The Nami bi ans have di scovered that the silicon fromthe sand dunes is
i deal for the manufacturing of conputer chips.

The father of two is effusive when it cones to Mal aysi a.

"I was overjoyed when told | was comi ng here. Malaysia is a showase of
what can be achi eved when t he peopl e and governnent work well."

Isit apolicy in Nam bia for senior diplomats to be as young as hi nf?

"I do not really represent the nmean age of senior civil servants
al t hough there are many young people in top positions.

"After all, 60 per cent of our people are bel ow 40 years."

VWhat is of inmmediate i nportance in his agenda?

"I want to boost trade between our two nations, get Ml aysians to know
about Nam bi a and vice versa and enhance political and diplomatic ties."

But his pet project is to get a breakfast or |unch discussion going at
t he boardroomat the high conmission in the nearest future.

"This will hel p i nmprove understandi ng on the Mal aysi an- Nami bi an trade
political, cultural and social relationship besides clearingthe air from
time to tinme on contenporary issues involving the full extent of the
bilateral |inks."

Wth Gertze's determ nation and drive, Nam bia may very well be a
househol d nanme i n Mal aysia by the time he | eaves for his next port of
cal l.

* Note: Mal aysi a exports about RML80 nillion in machinery, el ectronics
and i ndustrial equi prent to Nam bia whi ch exports less than RM6 millionin
m ni ng products, especially dianonds, to Ml aysi a.
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