28/ 05/ 2004

Abdul Mal ek Iikely to be Court of Appeal president

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Awidely respected judge is likely to be nade
presi dent of the Court of Appeal, filling a position which has been vacant
for a year.

The New Straits Tines has | earnt that the Conference of Rul ers today
endor sed Dat uk Abdul Ml ek Ahnad as t he candi dat e.

Hi s appoi ntment, to be announced later, is likely to be wel coned by the
Mal aysi an Bar whi ch has a healthy respect for his | egal know edge and
i ndependence.

Thi s decision to appoint himis seen as a step by the Governnent to
restore the inage and integrity of the judiciary.

Lawyers i ntervi ened say Abdul Ml ek i s hardworki ng and delivers his
judgnments fast. He has al so not attracted any controversy over the years.
Many of themexpected himto be el evated to a nore senior positionin

the judiciary earlier but he was bypassed by ot hers.

Abdul Ml ek was a Hi gh Court judge from1991 to 1995, and was appoi nt ed
to the Court of Appeal in 1996.

On May 1, 1999, he was nmade a Federal Court judge.

Anong the i nportant cases he dealt with as Federal Court judge was the
RMLOO mi |l lion defamation suit by fornmer Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi magai nst former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad in
1999.

He was al so in the Federal Court panel which rul ed that the 60-day
detention order by police against five Qpposition |eaders and activists
under the Internal Security Act was unl awf ul

The appel  ants were Keadil an Youth chi ef Mohamad Ezam Mohd Noor, its
nati onal vice-president Chua Tian Chang (Ti an Chua), reformasi activi st
H shammudi n Rai s, Jenmah | sl ah Mal aysi a presi dent Saari Sungi b and Raj a
Petra Raj a Kamar udin.

Several other judges are likely to be el evated.

( END)



	Abdul Malek likely to be Court of Appeal president (NST 28/05/2004)

