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Private sector nust do their part

Arnaz M Khai rul

A FACILITY and platformis what the Sepang F1 Circuit is, andit isupto
t he public and corporate sector to join hands and support the growth of
Mal aysi an not or sports.

Wil e the Government has constructed the RMBOO million circuit for the
country, Sepang International Crcuit (SIC) chairman Dat uk Mokhzani
Mahat hir is perpl exed at how sone seemto believe it is up to the
Government to al so devel op notorsports.

"W (SIC) are the organisers and pronoters of notorsports events and
with that, our roleis limted. W are the manager of the circuit and we
work within the constraints of Mal aysia Airports Berhad (MAB), who are the
owners," said Mokhzani.

Mokhzani added that hosting of world class notorsports events such as
t he Petronas Fornul a One Mal aysi an Grand Pri x and t he Mal aysi an Mot orcycl e
Grand Prix, were nmeans by which notorsports could be pronoted, while
serving as form dabl e platforns to generate both tourismR nggit and the
pronotion of the country abroad.

"For exanple, the cost of having the circuit was RVBOO nmillion and we
had a group of university students doing a study on the i npact of the
first F1 Grand Prix in 1999 whi ch showed t he event generated RVb00 nillion
inrevenue for the country,” Mkhzani di scl osed.

"W provide the platformand we showcase the top | evel of notorsports to
the country. But you can't expect us or the Governnment to devel op
not orsports as well. That's not our role."

Asked who shoul d be expected to devel op notorsports, Mkhzani saidit is
up to the public and the private sector to channel their support towards
not or sports.

Sepang has on its cal endar, besides the two worl d chanpi onshi p rounds, a
round of the Japan GI Chanpi onshi p, the Asian Festival of Speed (AFOCS),
the FI MAsi a Road Raci ng Chanpi onshi p and recently signed a contract to
host one round of the Formula Ni ppon series.

"We provide the platformto showase these events and to showthat this
is the level that we want to target. Then it is up to the rest to cone in
and support and hel p devel op drivers and riders," said Mkhzani .

Ei ght rounds of the Mal aysi an Super Series are run at the circuit, while
one round of the Mal aysian Cub Pri x Chanpi onship and the Merdeka M Il enium
Endur ance Race (MVE) conplete the circuit's | ocal cal endar.

"Through the | ocal events, we can identify talent. We can create the
i ndustry whereby | ocal technol ogy i s devel oped. If you want to see the
tal ent being devel oped, then the private sector nust cone into notorsports
and support the drivers they feel have the potential," added Mokhzani .

"Before the Governnent canme in and built the Sepang Circuit, notorsports
was run nostly by the private sector. But somehow, now just because the
Government i s involved, people seemto think that the Governnent shoul d do
everyt hi ng.

"The Government has provided the base and the facility and now the
public should come forward and play their part."

He added that the six years of Sepang Grcuit's existence is not a
sufficient periodto gauge success, and that the F1 Mal aysi an Grand Pri x
will continue to serve as a platformto pronote notorsports as it is
contracted to be hosted by the Sepang Circuit until 2010.
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