31/ 01/ 2004
20 firns ready to start mammot h farnm ng project

Si m Bak Heng

JOHOR BARU, Fri. - Some 20 maj or conpani es have nobilised equi pment and
| abour to kickstart operations in Ml aysi a's bi ggest cormerci al farm ng
project, covering 4,000ha in Air Htam Johor

The project, known as the Premi er Agriculture Progranme, is an idea that
was nooted by former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, and based on
a master plan drawn up by the Royal Agriculture College in the United
Ki ngdom

Wth the blueprint in hand, Johor Menteri Besar Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman
has been pushing hard to nmake it all cone true.

The sel ected conpani es are conmitted to i nvesting nore than RMLOO
mllion over the next three years to transformAir Htaminto the
country's single biggest cormerci al food producti on zone.

These investors are putting their noney i n a whol e range of agriculture
ventures, fromm xed food production to |ivestock rearing.

El even of them are Johor-based, while the rest are fromel sewhere. The
conpani es, anong ot hers, are Lazuli Sdn Bhd, Corak Mas Sdn Bhd, Xi an Leng
Hol di ngs and Her bal Bagus Enterprise.

O these, four areinto livestock breeding, with large-scale farms in
Padang Hijau i n Kahang whi ch conmenced operations | ast Septenber. The
others are invol ved i n aquacul ture, vegetable and fruit farnm ng. These
farns are schedul ed to start operations in stages. The conpani es sel ect ed
for participationin this premer project were chosen based on their
proven track records in agriculture and their ability to inject funds to
devel op the farnmns.

"Over the next three to five years, these conpanies will invest in
agricul tural technol ogy and equi pment to convert the land into | arge-scale
comercial farns for the production of vegetables, fruit, herbs and spice,
as well as fish and | ivestock," said State Executive Councillor, O hnman
Jai s, who holds the Agriculture and Rural Devel oprment portfolio.
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