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PSDC s close links with industry

THROUGHOUT its 15-year history, the Penang Skills Devel opnent Centre
(PSDC) has al ways prided itself in placing inportance on the core
fundament al s of providing quality education and training, a formula that
has formed the basis of its excellent track record.

Due to the institution's reputation of excellence, PSDC graduates can
| ook forward to bright career prospects as they are nuch sought after,
especially by small and nedi umand nul ti nati onal conpani es.

Due toits close | inks and networking with the i ndustry, academ a and
government, PSDC s trai ners and educators have its pul se on devel oprent s
and can conmuni cat e t hese advancenments to their students.

The centre's "Smart Partnershi ps" with educational institutions in
Si ngapore, UK, Australia, and the USA was acknow edged by then Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad as "a good exanpl e of Mal aysi a
I ncor porated at work".

Since 1994, 11 other skills devel opment centres have been set up
t hr oughout Mal aysi a based on t he PSDC nodel .

The institution received further recognition fromthe Mnistry of Hunman
Resources when it recei ved t he "Anugerah Menteri Sunmber Manusi a Year 2000:
Trai ning Provi der Category".

Besi des being the first and only centre in Ml aysia to be awarded M5 | SO
9001 for the H gher National Diplom in Engineering in 2003, it is also a
reci pi ent of the Centre of Excell ence award and Qual ity Partnership status
fromEdexcel International (United Kingdom.

These recognitions are validations of PSDC s programes. Al so, it was
recently sel ected by the Mul ti medi a University (MMJ) to conduct progranmmres
under the Networked Mul timedi a Educati on System (NMVES), the Mal aysi an and
Japanese governments' project to set up satellite-based tel e-education
i nfrastructure and applications in Ml aysia, focusing on I T and nul ti nmedi a
traini ng.

Since its inception in 1989, PSDC has continued to invest in upgrading
its facilities in tandemw th the advancement in engi neering to produce
graduat es who can keep up with the needs of the industry.

It is enbarking onits third and fourth phase of devel opnent to upgrade
its facilities into world-class standards.

Wthin the next few nonths, the PSDC main canpus will see new facilities
including a multi-storey car park, machi ne and repair workshops, a
l'ibrary, laboratories, sem nar roomns, auditoriuns and an exhi bition hall.

This RML5 million investrment will augur well for PSDC as it applies for
the Mul tinmedi a Super Corridor status later this year.

PSDC trai nees benefit fromthe opportunity to be trained in a conducive
| earni ng environment, using industry-standard tools, state-of-the-art
equi pnent, design software and computers donated by the i ndustry and t he
Gover nient .

Trained in handling the | at est equi pnment and technol ogy at PSDC s st at e-
of -the-art canpus, it is no wonder that its students are hired by industry
| eaders even before they graduate.

It not only aims to get its students ahead but also to give theman
advantage i n quality (advanced traini ng courses that can be conpletedin
shorter time periods) and affordability.

PSDC chi ef executive of fi cer Dat uk Boonl er Sonthit sai d PSDC pl ayed an
i mportant role in ensuring that the human resources supply in the



i ndustrial sector fulfilled the industry's demands.

"For PSDC to continue to be a val ue-added training institutiontoits
menbers, we intend to be constantly proactive by respondi ng qui ckly to the
needs of the industry.

"This neans the training and acadeni c progranmes are tailored to
correspond with the | atest technol ogi cal devel opnents and enpl oyer
requirenents.

PSDC wi I'| hol d an open day for the Hi gher National Diploma in
Engi neeri ng and Appli ed Engi neering on May 16. The next intake is on July
5.

For details, tel: 04-6437909 (Fook Oon at ext 503 /Abbie at ext 508); or
e-mail: ngfo@sdc. org.ny and | i nkw @sdc. org. ny
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