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PSDC recogni sed as premi er skills devel opnent centre

OVER the | ast 30 years, Penang has noved from|l abour-intensive
manuf acturing operations to a skills and technol ogy driven one.

Anong the main driving forces behind the State's success is the Penang
Devel opnent Cor poration (PDC) founded in 1969 and its current chairmanis
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon.

PDC s mission is to be the prem er state agency in maki ng Penang a
better place for all through sustainabl e socio-econom c devel oprent.

Penang Skills Devel opment Centre (PSDC) was conceptualised in 1989 to be
aresource centre for the pronoti on of shared | earni ng for manufacturing
and service i ndustries by providi ng proactive human resour ce devel opnent
initiatives.

This is to support and strengt hen busi ness requirements by encouragi ng
continuous foreign direct investnments by mul tinational conpani es.

Ajoint effort between the Governnment, academ a and i ndustry, the PSDC
is an industry-led organisation that delivers education and training
progranmes to neet the i nmedi ate human resour ce needs of the business
comunity.

PSDC - a non-profit organi sation with 96 nenber conpani es, enpl oyi ng
nore than 75, 000 workers, is the country's first industry-Iled training
centre and currently ranks anong the best training institutions in
Mal aysi a.

The centre's "Smart Partnerships" with educational institutions in
Si ngapore, UK, Australia, and the USA was acknow edged by former Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad as "a good exanpl e of Ml aysia
I ncorporated at work".

Since 1994, 11 other skills devel opnent centres were set up throughout
Mal aysi a based on t he PSDC nodel .

The institution has been acknow edged as the State's vehicle for human
resources devel opment - hail ed by the Far Eastern Economni c Revi ew (Jan
1994) as "unique in Ml aysia not just because it trains shop-floor workers
as techni ci ans and engi neers but al so because conpeti ng conpani es pool
their resources to fund it."

The Philippine Econom ¢ Zone Authority has begun tal ks with the PSDC on
formng a steering committee to fornulate a training programe that is
akin to the PSDC nodel .

The PSDC Team Bui | di ng progranme has hel ped organi sati ons reap
remar kabl e out cones i n enpl oyee enpowernent, resulting in an i ncreased
out put and fostering better teamrel ations.

The programre of fers nany activities and options that can be custom sed
to suit the goal s of each organisation.

PSDC has trai ned nore than 25,000 trai nees from100 conpani es of various
i ndustries for the past 10 years.

The M nistry of Human Resources awar ded t he " Anugerah Menteri Sunber
Manusi a Year 2000: Training Provi der Category" to PSDC which is the only
centre in Malaysia to be awarded M5 | SO 9001 for the Hi gher National
Di pl oma i n Engi neering in 2003.

It is also arecipient of the Centre of Excellence award and Quality
Part nershi p status fromEdexcel International (UK). I n March 2002, the
PSDC, the first centre in the Northern Regi on, was appoi nted by Cl SCOto
of fer the G sco Networking Acadeny Programe (CNAP) designed to train all
| evel s of peopl e including students to working adul ts.



PSDC has been sel ected by the Mul timedia University to conduct
progranmmes under t he Networ ked Mil ti medi a Educati on System - a Mal aysi an
and Japanese CGovernnent project, to set up satellite-based, tel eeducation
i nfrastructure and applications in Ml aysia, focusing on I T and nul ti nmedi a
traini ng.

I nvesting about RML5 nillion, PSDCis currently enbarking onits third
and forth phase of buil ding devel opnent to upgrade its existing facilities
into world class standard.

PSDC of fers generic and custom sed courses for nembers and non- menbers.

For nore information, call 04-6437909.
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