03/ 07/ 2004
PM M ni mum nomi nati on systemcannot be set aside

By Zubai dah Abu Bakar
SUBANG, Fri. - The "m ni mumnomni nation" systemfor contesting posts in the
Umo Suprene Council cannot be set aside for this year's party el ecti ons.

The reason: The systemwas the result of a decision by the genera
assenbl y, the highest decision-nmaking authority in Umo.

Acting Umo president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said: "It is the
deci sion of the general assenbly, not the Suprenme Council."

He pointed out that he did not create the system

Abdul | ah was commenti ng on a proposal by Supreme Council nenmber Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah t hat t he nmi ni nrumnoni nati on systembe abol i shed to ensure
transparent and denocratic party el ections.

"I nyself have been subject to the process of facing party el ections
with the m ni mumquota requirenent," Abdullah told reporters at the Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force base on his return froma three-day official visit to
Saudi Arabia today.

Razal ei gh, who is Gua Miusang Menber of Parliament, had said that party
| eaders had nothing to fear in abolishing the quota.

He has fuell ed specul ation that he may want to nount a chall enge for the
Umo presi dency or deputy presidency by saying his supporters were
pressuring himto contest and that he was willing to contest a "top" Umo
post if nom nated.

The Kel antan prince is no stranger to contesting the Nunber One and Two
posts in Umo. He first contested and | ost the Umo deputy presidency in
1981 and again in 1984, both tinmes against Tan Sri Miusa Hitam

In 1987, he chall enged Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad for the Umo presidency
and | ost again.

He |l ater forned a splinter party called Semangat 46, which failed to get
of f the ground despite contesting in the 1990 and 1995 general el ections.

In 1996, Razal ei gh di sbanded Semangat 46 and was accepted back i nt o Umo
by Dr Mahathir.

In 2000, his supporters sought to nominate himfor the presidency and a
deputy presidency. He received only one nom nation for president and two
for deputy, failing to qualify by not securing the m ni numnunber

The m ni num nomi nati on systemwas i ntroduced to prevent frivol ous
chal l enges and their potential to disrupt party unity.

The m ni mum nunber of nomi nations to contest the post of president is 30
per cent of the 191 divisions, while for deputy president it is 20 per
cent, for vice-presidents 10 per cent, and Suprene Council seats five per
cent.

Thi s neans an aspirant for the presidency needs nom nati ons fromat
| east 58 divisions, deputy president 39, vice-president 20, and supremne
councill or 10.

Yout h and Wani ta chi ef hopeful s need 20 per cent of nom nations from
their respective divisions, while the post of vice-chief for either
novenent requires 15 per cent of nom nations, and for Exco seats five per
cent. Only two nom nations are needed to contest for any post in the
Puteri novenent.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Radzi Shei kh Ahmad said recently that the
party was prepared to reviewthe quota systemif this was what Umo's
three mllion nenbers wanted. He said they coul d nake a proposal to this
ef fect at the party's Septenber general assenbly.
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