26/ 04/ 2004
PTPTN waiting for mnistry's directive

By P.K

THE announcemnent by forner Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad duri ng
hi s budget presentation in Cctober |ast year that | oans woul d be nmade
avail able to students followi ng a 2+1 or 1+2 tw nning programe to

conpl ete their courses overseas was wel coned by nmany parents.

When | visited the National H gher Education Fund office in Damansara in
Decenber | ast year, ny hopes were shattered. The officer informed ne that
to date loans to study overseas were only for Islamc Studies. She added
that they were aware of the statenent by Dr Mahat hir, but were unable to
do anything as there was no official directive fromthe Education

M nistry.

In July, ny daughter will be going to Australia to conplete her final
year. | visited the PTPTN office again in February only to receive the
sane reply fromthe officer, that there was still no directive.

P. K.
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