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Puteri plays politics

By Zubai dah Abu Bakar

CAMPAI GNI NG for the Puteri Umo el ections has intensified despite strict
rules against it and a desire to maintain unity, wites ZUBAI DAH ABU
BAKAR.

CAUTI QUS opti mi smhas envel oped Puteri Umo as a | eadershi p contest
| oons. The guarded stance i s understandabl e as al nost everyone in the
party is tal king about the need to refrain fromformng factions t hat
threaten to break up the organisation

But many feel that unity will be maintained no matter the contest.

"I believe in a matter of weeks, everything will be forgotten and all
Puteri menbers will stand firmy behind the chosen candi date."

These are the confident words of Suraya Yaacob, one of the hopefuls for
the top post.

Suraya does not believe that contests for the two top posts of the
youngest Umo novenent will cause a najor rift anong nmenbers.

To her, Puteri nmenbers are mature and will choose the best candi dates as
| eaders.

After all, the energence of canps is part and parcel of an election and
normal in politics, argues the 35-year-old | awer and Sungai Ti ang
assenbl yman.

Suraya al so regards the contest for the top posts as part of a | earning
curve before nenbers graduate to the mai nstreamof Wanita Umo after they
cross the 35-year age linmt.

Suraya i s expected to face current vice-chief Noraini Ahmad for the
chief's post, which will be vacated by Datuk Azalina O hnman Sai d, who has
exceeded t he maxi nrumage of 40 for the position

Norai ni, who is past 35, is also unable to defend her post, which she
had won uncont est ed.

So far, no other Puteri |eaders have cone forward to contest the
nmovenent's No 1 post.

The possibility of seeing other names noni nated by Puteri divisions
hol di ng their neetings next nonth cannot be rul ed out.

Puteri Umo's constitution does not bar those outside Puteri from
contesting for the top post. Only two nonmi nations are needed for a
candi date to contest any post in the novenent.

However, the chances of an "outsider” coming in are slim Puteri
grassroots nmenbers have voiced their preference for arank and file
contender for Azalina's post.

Anot her condition is that the contenders nmust have contributed to the
novenent at the branch, division or national |evel

"They want those contesting for the post to cone fromwi thin Puteri. The
novenent al so wants aspirants for the top Puteri post to be open-ni nded,
inspirational andtorefrain fromcharacter assassi nation," says Azal i na,
who won the Puteri chief's post uncontested at its maiden el ections two
years ago

Azal ina's experience then was not a bed of roses despite her being the
key person who pushed for its formation

The Youth and Sports M nister was attacked over her all eged sexual
pref erences and mi smanagenent of the nmovenment in the run-up to the
el ections.

One can imagi ne howdifficult it was for Azalina to face the public. O
course, Puteri menmbers did not turn a blind eye to her hard work and



sacrifice when the novenent was at its infancy.

Azal i na garnered all 165 noninations for the chief's post while the four
chal l engers - forner Puteri Umo information chief Mastina Abdul Hami d,

Kul i m Bandar Baru Wani ta divi sion conmi ttee nenber Rai han Sul ai man, Seri
Pandan branch chi ef Mazi bah Ml Zin and Hul u Kl ang Wanita menmber Unmi
Hafilda Ali - failed to receive a single nomnation.

Not wanting this political mal ai se, which afflicted the ol der generati on
in Umo to spread to the younger set, former party president Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sternly told Puteri nmenbers to reject such a culture.

Dr Mahathir al so remi nded Puteri nmenbers to focus their energy on the
party's struggl e and make nore efforts to understand Umo's politics
better.

The warning and rem nder should remain fresh in the mnds of Puteri Umo
del egat es and observers of the novenent's i naugural assenbly.

Or does it? The unhealthy trait seens to be rearing its ugly head again.
And this tine it is Suraya's ordeal

Until today, Suraya, who is al so Kedah Puteri Umo chief, cannot figure
out what the so-called "18SX" phot ograph of her and sone friends is.

The phot ograph, purportedly taken during a holiday with a group of

friends in Bali, Indonesialast August is said to be in the possession of
a Puteri nenmber and is being circul at ed.
"Yes, | was in Bali but | do not know of such a photograph nor have |

seen it," says Suraya, who suspects her happy-go-lucky nature is the
factor that often I ands her in controversies and scandal s.

In the |ast general election, people in Umo circles clainmed to have
seen a photograph of her with an unidentified man.

Nor ai ni, meanwhil e, expresses hope for a clean contest.

"W do not know yet. There mi ght be other nom nati ons besi des the two of
us (Suraya and herself). Watever it is, | amprepared. The post is open
for contest and nom nati ons have yet to be made by the divisions.

"What is inmportant is that we not say bad thi ngs about each other during
t he canpai gni ng period," says the 37-year-ol d devel opment consul tant, who
is said to have an edge over Suraya.

Being the No. 2 in the novenment, Noraini is said to be the natura
choice of sone of the 700-odd del egates casting their votes on Sept 22.

Wird i s al so going around that she is the preferred candidate of acting
party president and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi but
such cl ai ns have been di sm ssed by nmany, including Puteri exco nmenbers.

Nor ai ni won the vice-chief's post after two other contenders - Pahang
chi ef Shahani za Sansuddi n and Penang chi ef Azl ina Mehtab Mohd | shaqg -
wi t hdr ew.

Norai ni al so shares Suraya's view that the emergence of canps is
unavoi dabl e.

"This is only tenporary and al t hough it appears as i f we have different
canps, in the end we are all friends and are willing to co-operate with
one anot her."

Canps, no doubt, will emerge as each candi date vies for support. Norain
is team ng up with Sabah Puteri head and Papar Menber of Parlianent Rosnah
Shirlin Abdul Rashid, who is going for the No. 2 post.

Suraya, on the other hand, has chosen 34-year-old Bibi Sharliza Mhd
Khalid, the State Assenbl ywoman for Paroi as her runni ng nate.

Still, Suraya does not rule out the possibility of reaching a conpronise
with Noraini and opting for the deputy's post instead.

"I amall prepared to seek election as the Puteri Umo head but | am
al so keepi ng ny options open."

The contest for the novenent's 20 executive council posts won't be a
tame affair either, as seven i ncunbents have passed the age linmt.



Whi | e Umo does not prevent contests for posts, it is only right that
t he process be carried out systematically and with decorum

The acting party president has expressed fears that canps forned in the
run-up to party el ections can disunite nenbers.

And time will tell whether nenbers in opposing canps will unite after
the contest is over, true to the Mal ay adage "Bi duk | al u ki anbang
bertaut™”.

Puteri Umo el ections on Sept 22 will surely be keenly watched as they
will reflect howfar nmenbers have matured politically.

( END)
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