21/ 01/ 2004
Rai s to propose to Cabinet public flogging for rapists

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah; Deborah Loh

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - A Cabinet M nister today proposed public flogging
for child rapists as a deterrent, but the Bar Council opposed this in an
i medi ate reaction

M nister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim
conmenting on the brutal rape and nurder of two 10-year-old girls in Sabah
and Johor over the last fortnight, yesterday proposed "adjusting the | aw
to protect children fromwoul d-be rapists and murderers who were
undeterred by the present death penalty.

Rais, who is the ninister responsible for | aw, said he woul d propose the
amendnents to i ntroduce public flogging to the Cabi net soon

"The | aw nust be updated to protect youngsters who are raped, what nore
if they die in the course of it," he said.

Bar Council president Kuthubul Zaman opposed Rai s's proposal, saying
t here was no proof public floggi ng woul d reduce crinmes agai nst children

"We are against public flogging as there is no proven correl ation. The
puni shmrent of death for rape-cum murder and maxi mumjail sentence for rape
shoul d be sufficient deterrents,"” he said.

The council's human rights comittee vice-president Yeo Yang Poh said
al t hough t he council opposed public fl ogging, technically, Ml aysia faced
"no | egal inpedinment"” to enacting such an anendnment as the country had not
signed t he Uni versal Declaration on Human Ri ghts.

The killings have triggered public fury. There has been a del uge of
| etters to newspapers dermandi ng tough and swift acti on agai nst the
perpetrators. On Internet sites, the | anguage has been | ess couched and
heat ed responses have demanded equal |y brutal retribution agai nst
perpetrators.

Rai s, in backing up his call for public flogging, cited statistics
showi ng t hat between 60 and 67 per cent of rape victins were under 16.

He said stiffer punishments under the Penal Code nust reflect the
severity of the crime. "W are | ooking here specifically at violent rape
of a young child and if the child dies."

Public fl oggi ng was sonet hi ng "we have never done before", Rais said,
but the Government was considering the matter. The i dea was fl oated | ast
year but the Government put the suggestion on hold due to vehenent
obj ections fromvarious non-government organi sations.

He said Tun Dr Mahat hir Mbhanmad had suggested public flogging as a
puni shrent for incest and child rape while he was still Prime Mnister in
early 2002.

"My (law reform comittee and the Attorney-General's Departnent thought
at the time that public flogging should be a | ast resort.

"God willing, | will propose this to the Cabi net once agai n and hope
that this tinme around society will fully support the Governnent in
armendi ng the | aw and naki ng t he puni shment for child rape nore deterrent."

On calls for swift justice, Rais said the Government was fine-tuning a
proposed anmendment to the Crinminal Procedure Code (CPC) stipulatinga
time-frane for police to close an investigation and subnit the
i nvestigation papers to the Attorney-CGeneral for prosecution

At present, the CPC does not set atinmelint, except to state that
i nvestigations should be conpleted in "the shortest tinme possible".
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