27/ 05/ 2004

UUMto start doubl e major progranmres

ALOR STAR, Wed. - Universiti Urara Malaysia will start its doubl e ngjor
progranmmes next year inline with the Governnent's proposal to ensure that
under graduat es specialise in nore than one field of experti se.

The progranmes are at the faculty stage and will need t he approval of
the university's academ c devel opment departnent, its senate and the
Hi gher Education M nistry before i nplenentation, UUMvi ce-chancel | or Prof
Dat uk Ahnmad Fawzi Mbhd Basri sai d today.

They will be simlar to creating new programes which invol ve the
conbi nati on of cross faculty subjects such as information technol ogy (IT)
and economi cs.

However, the duration of an undergraduate degree will not be extended as
the m ni numnunber of credit hours needed to conplete a degree - 120
credit hours - will rermain the sane as a singl e maj or under graduat e
progr anme.

"W have been discussing with the private sector on what it requires
undergraduates to specialise in so that we can tailor our double major
progranmmes to suit its needs. W want to create entrepreneur
under gr aduat es who have a diverse range of skills suited for the job
mar ket ," he said at a Press conference to announce UUM s new st udent
i ntake for the 2004 academ c year.

This year, the university is expected to have a 6.4 per cent increase in
i ntake for new students conpared to | ast year.

UUMw || hold a special convocation cerenony on July 15 to confer an
honorary doctorate i n devel opnment nmanagenent on former Prime M nister Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad. Dr Mahathir's wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, will
al sorecei ve an honorary doctorate i n social work managenent.
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