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Reagan' s enduring | egacy of ignorance

By Rehman Rashi d

RONALD Reagan was a charmng fell ow. He had an ingratiating manner, ruddy
cheeks, a ponpadour, and a husky, earnest voi ce he never needed to raise
because hi s audi ences hung onto every word for the sheer nellifluous

nel ody of their delivery.

Reagan had that great Presidential Look; so wi dely since enul ated and
never matched, not even by Hol | ywood, nuch | ess the Wiite House: the
sharply cut dark suits; the ranrod spine and barrel -chested stride. He had
t he physical stature to make of the presidential podi uma platformover
which to tower, not a shield behind which to cower.

It was cl ear why they cal |l ed Reagan "The Great Comunicator". He was so
appealing, it didn't matter what he said. He could paint the world as
bl ack- and-whi te, inside-out and upsi de-down as he pl eased, as |ong as he
kept radi ating an optimi smborn of the good and si npl e convictions of a
good and si npl e nan.

I't was astoni shing how powerful such superficialities were in the
dom nance Reagan wi el ded over his country and the world in the 1980s.

On a gl obal scal e, of course, Reagan was not al one. Margaret That cher
and Dr Mahat hir Mohamad al so cane online at about the sanme tine; you could
tell the capitalist Free Wrld was in a nood to spinonits heels toward
some serious neo-conservative wealth creation after its acrinoni ous and
i nconcl usi ve 30-year quarrel with the Left.

Inthis they had a fatefully kindred spirit inthe newy risen, dapperly
grooned and hi storically dooned General Secretary of the Soviet Union,

M khai | Gor bachev.

Reagan's down-hone sinplicity allowed himto see that the best way to
def eat Communi smwas t hree-fold

1. Have enough weapons to vaporise the Sovi et Union;

2. Have a "Strategic Defence Initiative" to prevent the Sovi et Union
vaporising the United States in return; and,

3. Conspi cuously spend an awesone anount of nmoney in the process.

The | ast part was easy. |deol ogy be dammed: The proof of the puddi ng was
inthe eating, and boy coul d Areri ca eat. Reagan gave his richest citizens
such tax breaks as to have themspend his first termliving | arge and
| avi sh, ushering in the era of "Reaganom cs".

It was graced by what was known as "The Trickl e-Down Effect": Mke your
fat cats happy, and they' || be generous and benevol ent with the rodents
beneath their tables.

Reagan tri nmed government and cut taxes. Japan entered the richest phase
of its history as American consuners did what they do better than anyone
el se: Consune. The stock markets reigned suprene. And t he US pl unged
headl ong into the red to the tune of US$200 billion a year to pay for
Parts 1 & 2 of the Reagan Art of War.

Reagan took Anerica on a rich, smug, self-confident strut, sending
Moscow t he nessage t hat what ever the Sovi et Uni on had ever wanted or coul d
ever want, frombread to bl ue jeans to gl obal dom nance, Anerica al ready
had, and i n such abundance as Conmmuni smcoul d never hope to deliver

The Sovi et Union, on the other hand, was an "Evil Enpire", and the
Reagan Doctrine's support of anti-Conmuni st novenents around the worl d was
under scored by the browbeating of Leftist or otherw se unacceptabl e
regines in Latin Anerica, Asia and Africa.

Grenada was i nvaded; El Sal vador, Nicaragua, Honduras and Bolivia



destabi |l i sed; Libya and Lebanon shell ed, Iran harassed, |raq supported,
and right-wi ng rebel s everywhere funded and arned by t he spoils of other
wars.

It wasn't Ronal d Reagan who ended the Col d War. No one knows exactly
what he said to Gorbachev as they strolled through Red Square i n Moscow i n
the late spring of 1988, but it nust have been as persuasi ve as everythi ng
el se about him because the General Secretary of the Soviet Union ended up
throwing in the Conmmuni st towel, ending the Cold Var.

Per haps the worl d was right to cel ebrate the ensuing coll apse of the
Berlin Wall as per Ronal d Reagan's fanous i nstructions at the Brandenburg
Gate in West Berlin on June 12, 1987: "General Secretary Gorbachev, if you
seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, if you seek |iberalisation: Cone here to this gate! Mster
Gor bachev, open this gate! M ster Gorbachev, tear down this wall!"

This has since brought a world of change to Europe, the Russian nmafia
and the English Prenier League.

Reagani sm s | asti ng danage, however, was done by the terribly m staken
notion that it was an applicable "doctrine" and not an i ndivi dual man.
Reagan's foreign policy, whichinstituted the pre-enptive and unil ateral
exerci se of overwhel m ng m ght to advance Anerican interests around t he
wor | d, succeeded on his personal charm As critics 20 years ago were
charging, there was no i nherent value in his policies' specious
i deol ogi cal under pi nni ngs, and consi der abl e danger.

I gnored at the tinme, those critics have been proved right. The world now
knows t he consequences of Reagani smwhen essayed by such | esser nortal s as
t hose now occupyi ng the Wite House. FromRonal d W Reagan's success with
the "Evil Enmpire" to George W Bush's failure with the "Axis of Evil" is a
great and shaneful decli ne.

In the giant's wake, only m dgets renai ned.
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