21/ 08/ 2004
Redevel opi ng Tanj ung Tokong

By Sall eh Buang

A RECENT news itemin a local daily reported that UDA Hol di ngs Bhd wi Il
soon spend a nmassi ve anmount of noney - an estimated RMB60 million - to
build two maj or projects in Tanjung Tokong, Penang.

The two projects, naned Wari san Tanj ung and Tanjung West, will conprise
| ow- nedi um cost flats, apartments, condom niuns and comercial units.

Accordi ng to UDA Hol di ngs managi ng director Datuk Zahari Qmar, Warisan
Tanjung will be devel oped on a 26-acre site, currently known as Kanpung
Tanj ung Tokong, while Tanjung West will be built on 41 acres of reclained
| and.

Warisan Tanjung is due for conpletion in 2010, while Tanjung Wst is
expected to be conpleted a year earlier. The former is substantially,

t hough not conpletely, residential in nature and the latter, commerci al

If you are a frequent visitor to the island and often make a beeline to
t he popul ar Batu Feringgi beach hotels, you would certainly have passed by
these two project sites, and naybe even noticed the abject and depl orable
living conditions of nbst of the residents of Kanmpung Tanj ung Tokong.

What surprised me when | read the news was the fact - as reveal ed by
Zahari to reporters - that the area is actually a tenporary occupation
licence or TOL land. To put it sinply, the Penang State Authority has
never, in all these years, alienated the land to the vill agers.

That does not seemto nme a hallmark of a caring and responsible State
CGovernnent, one that is comritted to |looking after the welfare of its
subj ects. On the inevitable question of why the State Authority did not
alienate the land to the villagers - and finally chose to give it away to
UDA - only those holding the reins of power can give the answer.

Leaders shoul d renmenber that they will ultimately be held accountable
for their om ssions and conmi ssi ons.

The devel opnent of Kanpung Tanjung Tokong is yet another rem nder of the
darker and i nhumane side of the Torrens | and systemin this country.

Many of us may be famliar with sinmlarly depressing events in other
areas of the country, where vill agers have been driven out of the I and
they had occupi ed for several generations, to make way for big-tine
devel opers to whomthe | and had been alienated

One that remains etched in my mnd is the painful case of Chong Wo
Leong & 29 Ors v. Lebbey Sdn Bhd ([1998] 3 AWVR 2053).

Zahari said that the Kanpung Tanjung Tokong TOL hol ders woul d be
rel ocated to "nodern | onghouses” during Wari san Tanjung' s construction
period. In the end, when the project is conpleted, the dislocated 310
fam lies would be given a unit each, while the non-TCL hol ders anpong them
woul d be offered the opportunity to buy the units at affordable prices.

While it remains to be seen whether the price asked will be affordable
to the villagers, we can be sure that if they cannot afford the price
they will have to | eave the place with enpty hands, and probably a broken
heart as well.

Alittle over a year ago, then Prine Mnister, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad,
said any firmundertaking the redevel opnent of Tanjung Tokong and t he
adj acent reclainmed | and nmust think of the poor residents of the vill age.

He observed, rather pointedly, that although Penang has generally
devel oped well over the past few decades, there are still settlenents that
seemto be trapped in a tinme warp, as if locked in the 1950s.

"There must be a bal ance in devel oprent,” Dr Mahat hir had sai d.



Driving through the area acconpani ed by Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of
Brunei, Dr Mahathir was distressed to see people living in slumhouses in
Kanpung Tanj ung Tokong.

Acknowl edgi ng that people in many urban parts of the State still |ived
in "congested settlenents and i nproper housing”, the then Deputy Chief
M nister, Datuk Dr H |l m Yahaya, said renedial action was being taken. The
State woul d provide nmore than 5,000 | ow and nmedi um cost houses for the
poor over the next 10 years, he pointed out.

These woul d be built in Sungai Pinang, Jel utong, Kanpung Pi sang Awak and
Batu Uban on the island and in Bagan, U ung Batu, Anpang Jajar, Rumah
Hi jau and Sungai Ranbai in mainland Penang, which have been identified as
depressed and di sadvant aged areas by the State's U ban Poverty Eradication
Conmi ttee.

It was in August 2002 that Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi (who was
then Deputy Prinme Mnister), called on the Penang Governnent to take
i medi ate steps to "close the devel opnent divide" between the ethnic
communities in the State. Devel opnent on both the island and nai nl and
Penang, he said, should be conprehensive and holistic, fair and just.

Abdul ah's rise to the Prime Mnister's seat should bode well for the
resi dents of Tanjung Tokong in particular and the people of Penang in
general. After all, Penang is his own backyard.

The next time you take a trip to the beaches of Penang, stop by Tanjung
Tokong for a teh tarik and see for yourself the |ast few days of one of
the few remaining Malay villages on the island. Soon, |ike the dinosaur,
it too will becone extinct.

( END)
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