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Red tape still a bottleneck to business

By Ahrmad A. Talib
I W SH young busi nessmen and entrepreneurs |ike Fal ei gh woul d attend
managenment courses and | earn the vari ous aspects of running a busi ness.

If they don't attend courses, they should | ook for nmentors and listen to
them Tycoons |ike Vincent and Mus, and many ot hers, could i nspire people
like Faleigh. O at |east give themsonme useful ideas on howto get ahead
and stay there.

Vincent and Mus are very successful businessnmen, having carved a name
for thensel ves on the national | andscape. They didn't nmake it overni ght.
Nei t her di d t hey become househol d names wi t hout bl ood, sweat and tears. |
met both a few days ago and saw what made themtick. To be nore precise, |
got a glinpse of their tenacity and shrewdness.

They are individual s who saw opportunities and worked on them Both
exude confidence and passion for their work. They al so know quite
intimately the workings of governnment, and they believe that a pro-
busi ness governnment can nake a difference to the national econony. Wen
necessary, they are not shy of sharing their views and t houghts with t he
authorities if they believe that suchideas will enrich their businesses
and hel p the econonmny.

They are al so not averse to giving feedback to national and state
| eaders, as shown at the one-day Di al ogue on Kedah 2010 hel d at the scenic
Langkawi Lagoon on the |sland of Legends | ast week. They joi ned
politicians, other businessnen, civil servants, nmenbers of academ a and
soci al activists for | ong and detail ed di scussi ons on busi ness and
devel opnent for the northern State

Host ed by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain, the dial ogue
reviewed and i dentified bottl enecks i npedi ng Kedah's econony from
progressing further and faster. Referred to by many as "Pak Tuan", Syed
Razak had al so invited forner Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to
share his thoughts on his hone State.

VWil e there were not abl e absent ees anong top corporate | eaders, the
di scussi ons were substantial, interesting, frank and sonmewhat reveal i ng.

Busi ness | eaders and partici pants who attended t he di al ogue j oi ned
Vincent and Mus in giving their views. Wil e expressing their appreciation
to the State Government for supporting their ventures, Vincent and Mis
were quite vocal about bureaucratic red tape sl owi ng down projects.

Whil e they coul d see the need for some procedures to be strictly
foll owed, they were al so unhappy with the "l ack of urgency and sense of
pur pose".

They enphasi sed that "tine is noney", and the private sector needed al
t he support spelt out inthe "Ml aysia | nc" phil osophy pronpoted by the
Gover nnent and subscribed to by the private sector

In the final analysis, participants argued that no well-laid plan could
succeed without an aggressive private sector narried to an open and
hel pful civil service

Vi ncent and Mus were qui ck to praise the visionary policies introduced
by the Governnent over the | ast coupl e of decades, and were equally sure
that nore i s being done to take the private sector further afield, beyond
national boundari es.

Youngsters |i ke Fal ei gh woul d do t hensel ves a favour by | earning from
t he ups and downs of these high-fliers.

Kudos, too, to the Kedah Government. Having won the | ast genera



el ection convincingly, Syed Razak and his teamcan now set about
i mpl enenting the Kedah Maj u 2010 bl ueprint vigorously. The planis to nake
Kedah a devel oped State by 2010. Victory in the March 21 el ecti ons was a
vi ndi cation of Syed Razak's Kedah Maju plan, and the State shoul d gear up
to translate the plan into action.

( END)
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