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Renewi ng Mal aysi a- Thai ties, strengthening bilateral understandi ng

Har dev Kaur

HUGE yel l ow bi | | boards in the city and a red carpet welcone with a 19-gun
salute at the Royal Thai Air Force base greeted Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrad
Badawi on his first visit to Thailand as Prine M nister.

And all this for a visit that has been billed as "a courtesy call" on
hi s Asean col | eagues. Bangkok is the fourth stop for Abdul | ah after
Brunei, Indonesia and Si ngapore on his fam liarisation tour since taking

over as Malaysia's fifth Prime M nister fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on
Cct 31. Abdul I ah i s schedul ed to visit Laos, the Philippines, Vietnam
Canmbodi a and Myanmar in qui ck successi on.

Even though it was the first neeting between Abdul |l ah and his Tha
counterpart Thaksi n Shinawatra as | eaders of their respective governnents,
they are no strangers to each other.

As Abdul I ah said: "I have conme here to neet an old friend", while
Thaksin said he was "wel coming a close friend and brother". The two have
known each ot her since they both served as foreign mnisters.

According to Thaksin, the Mal aysian Prine Mnister had in his previous
capacities "contributed significantly tothe strengthening of rel ations
bet ween Mal aysi a and Thailand... Therefore, in many respects, we feel as
if we are wel comi ng back one of our own"

The bilateral relations are "very good" but the fact remai ns that there
wi Il always be i ssues that will crop up between cl ose nei ghbours. Maturity
and sincerity go a long way in ironing out differences. It was anmply
denonstrated during the four-eyed neeting which was foll owed by the
del egation neeting of the two sides.

Mal aysi a and Thai |l and, who share a comon border, have agreed to work
closely to resolve any probl ens, devel op the area and bring progress to
peopl e in the region

Wil e there was no set agenda for the neeting, devel opments i n southern
Thai | and, and especially the violence follow ng the attack on the
Nar at hi wat arny canp, were di scussed

Bangkok has sought Mal aysi a's assi stance to deal wi th devel opnents in
this region and earlier this nonth Thai Foreign M nister Surakiart
Sat hi rat hai was i n Kual a Lunpur seeki ng hel p. He was not di sappoi nted as
Mal aysia i s prepared to enhance its exchange of information and co-
ordination of activities.

Abdul | ah assured Thaksi n that Ml aysi a woul d conti nue to extend the
necessary assistance to Thailand inits effort to fight bandits operating
al ong t he conmon border. The two nei ghbours have proposed to revive joint
nmlitary patrols along their common border to strengthen security.

Mal aysi a and Thail and, Thaksin sai d, not only share a conmon border, but
al so a "common destiny". The two nati ons he added are "bound t oget her by
strong historical ties and nutually beneficial engagements".

It isinthe interests of both countries and of the Asean region that
probl ens are resolved. This is because as the Thai Prem er sai d "what ever
happens to one country, whether good or bad, affects the other".

The vi ol ence i n southern Thail and has given rise to various theories and
fuell ed speculation. Inanintervieww th the Bangkok Post, Abdul | ah said
there was no indication that the violence in southern Thail and was |i nked
to the activities of al-Qaeda or Jenmah |slam yah.

The Thai premier said authorities in both countries had been exchangi ng
intelligence onterrorist activities inthat area and woul d work cl osely



in finding solutions to the problem

The situation "is under control", Abdullah said, and the two | eaders
agreed on the need to bring devel opnent and progress to those in the
sout hern Thai provinces.

Devel oprment of these areas will hel p the people there to progress and as
aresult, could hel p take themaway fromterrorist activities.

The two Prine Mnisters have directed their Foreign Mnisters to co-
chair ajoint conmttee to |l ook into the devel opnment of areas al ong t he
common bor der.

"W have enphasi sed the i nportance of devel opment in the border areas
because we think we will have positive inpact to create stability and
opportunities to the people in that area,” Abdul |l ah sai d.

Just as Mal aysi a has continuously stressed the i nportance of identifying
the root causes of terrorism Mal aysia and Thail and are determ ned to deal
with poverty and a sense of depravation in areas al ong their conmon
borders and bri ng about devel opment and progress to benefit the people.

Abdul | ah said ties between the two countries woul d be strengthened to
expedi t e devel opment of various projects. This, the Prine Mnister
stressed, "will have a positive effect and we can nove forward and
progress".

The two nei ghbours have resol ved to enhance co-operation in various
fields. This includes partnership to include the devel opnent of the Gol ok
Ri ver, the setting up of an Islam c Devel opnment Bank, co-operation in
fisheries, joint tourismpronotion especially in the Langkaw - Phuket,
Langkaw - Tarut ao areas and devel opment of the | MI-GT (India, Mlaysia,

Thai |l and- Growt h Tri angl e).

Co-operation in various fields will certainly enable the two countries
to enhance bil ateral trade and peopl e-to-peopl e contacts. Cross border
trade between Mal aysi a and Thai | and al ong their common borders i s believed
to be flourishing and, according to one estinmate, it could be in billions
of ringgit.

Har nessing the potential that exists and capitalising onthe strengths
of each other can only be beneficial for the people and a means to resol ve
the security situation.

The day long visit, in addition to strengthening bil ateral understandi ng
and co-operation, also served to renew "| eader-to-1|eader ties".
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