23/ 07/ 2004
Ku Li pl edges support for Abdullah as president

By Zubai dah Abu Bakar

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah t oday pl edged support for
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as Umo' s si xth president and said his
bid for the presidency this year was his | ast.

He sai d no one shoul d question Abdul | ah's position as he had won t he
post uncontested, receiving nom nations fromal nost all the Umo
di vi si ons.

"He wi |l be made Umo president,"” he said, addi ng that everyone shoul d
support Abdullah to enable himto provide an effective | eadershi p.

Tengku Razal ei gh sai d since Abdul | ah was the ultimate choice of the
party grassroots, he woul d enjoy undivi ded support to carry out his
duties, particularly ininplenmentingthe Mal ay agenda and econonic
progranmmes for the people.

As of today, when 185 Umo di vi si ons have net, Tengku Razal ei gh obt ai ned
only a single nonmination for the party presidency - fromhis own Qua
Miusang di vi si on

"I will not offer nmyself to contest (the presidency), | will be too old
(by then)," said the 67-year-old Kel antan prince.

Tengku Razal eigh adnmitted he felt frustrated as he did not get enough
nom nations to contest but said he accepted the reality that the magjority
of the divisions wanted Abdullah to be the sixth Umo president.

"He received a |l ot of nonminations and will be the party president.

"There are no sour grapes here ... there is nothing personal. As a
gentl eman, | nust accept (the decision of the divisions).

"What is wong with that? | think it is good, we will work together," he
sai d, addi ng that he had al so accepted his | oss to then Umo president,
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, in 1987.

Asked whet her he thought the party nenbers were not brave enough to
openly throw their support behind himas refl ected by the nom nati ons,
Tengku Razal ei gh sai d there were many i nterpretations.

"To me, the case (of himcontesting the presidency at the Septenber
party el ections) is closed and | accept the decision of the divisions.
There is nothing to tal k about anynore."

He reiterated that his decision to contest the party presidency was to
rem nd nmenbers that they had a duty to performas well as the right to
stand for party elections.

Asked how he eval uated Abdullah as Prinme M nister, Tengku Razal ei gh
sai d:

"Not hi ng happened so far ... the country is intact, lights still on ...
everything is well. It is not a problem"

The Gua Musang MP had cal l ed for a Press conference at his residence in
Jal an Langgak Golf here to express his support for Abdul |l ah as the new
party president.

On opinions that this failure to get sufficient nom nations nmeant t hat
it was the end of his political career, Tengku Razal eigh said it woul d not
be so.

"That's what people said to me when | fought Dr Mahathir. But |
survi ved, even when | was drifting without a party because | was not able
to join Umo Baru.

"I amback in Umo, in the suprene council until today. Who knows what
wi Il happen but | will survive," he added.

Asked if he would, if offered, accept to be an appoi nted suprene counci



menber for another term Tengku Razal ei gh said he woul d cross t he bridge

when he canme to it.
On the controversy invol ving the Gua Misang Wani ta Umo neeting, he said

the division had no probl emaccepting the managenent conmittee's deci sion

to recogni se the neeting held on July 16.
He said the division would try to resol ve the problemof the Wanita
nmenbers who now had two | eaders.
(END)
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