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Ri ght man for the job, say political |eaders

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Political | eaders today wel comed the appoi nt ment of
Dat uk Seri Najib Tun Razak as Deputy Prime M nister, saying that his vast
experience in politics and Government nade himthe right man for the job.

They al so wel comed t he new Cabi net appoi ntments of Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n
Yassin, Datuk Dr Effendi Norwaw , Datuk Dr Jamal udin Jarjis and Tan Sri
Nor Mohaned Yakcop.

MCA president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said the party | ooked forward to
co-operating closely with the | eadership of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Naji b i n achi eving the goals of the party as
wel |l as the aspirations of the Chinese community and the nation.

"Together we will realise our vision of beconing a fully devel oped
country and a truly united people," he said.

Ong, who i s Housing and Local Governnent Mnister, said with Najib's
vast experience in politics and Governnent, the MCA was confident that he
woul d be able to assist Abdullah in strengthening the country's position
as a nodel of a harnoni ous and progressive nulti-racial nation.

"The MCA, as a nenber of Barisan Nasional, has worked well with Najib
over the years, fromthe days when he was first nade a deputy m nister
through to his riseto a full mnister and Umo Youth chi ef and, since
1993, an Umo vice-president."

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said Najib's appoi nt mrent showed
that Abdullah had trust in him(Najib).

"The appointrment is tinely," he said, adding that Najib, who has vast
experience inthe political arena and in nation adninistration, has the
calibre and | eadership quality to be the Deputy Prine Mnister.

Sany Vellu also saidthe little "juggling" in the Cabinet was for the
good of the Government.

"W knew about Najib bei ng appointed the DPM But the ot her changes
caught us by surprise.™

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k said Najib's appoi nt nent
woul d further strengthen Umo's position as the main party in the BN,
consi dering Najib had strong grassroots support.

Havi ng been t he youngest MP and havi ng served in various capacities, Dr
Li msai d he was confident Najib had enough experience to carry out his new
responsibilities.

Dr Limal so wel conmed the new Cabinet line-up and said that it was in
linewith Abdullah's policy to give nore priority to agriculture and rural
devel oprent .

MCA deputy president Datuk Seri Chan Kong Choy described Najib as a
mat ur e and experienced politician, saying that he was the nost suitable
person to be appoi nted Abdul | ah's deputy.

"I congratulate Najib. Heis fromny State and is a very experi enced
national | eader.

"I think he is the right man for the job. W are confident the Prine
Mnister and himwi Il steer the nation to greater heights," said Chan, who
is also Transport Mnister.

Meanwhi | e, former Deputy Prine M nister Tun Ghafar Baba said Najib had
the right qualities to be a good | eader, having had a father who was a
Prinme Mnister.

"He has the groundi ng and maki ng hi m Abdul | ah' s deputy is a right nove,"
he said in Ml acca.



Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhammad Tai b said Najib's
appoi nt nent woul d ensure BN performwel |l in the next general el ection.

Wth Najib's vast experience, Mihanmad said the Deputy Prime M nister
was an asset to the Government, especially in countering Pas.

"Now, we are nore ready than ever to go into the general election. W
will goinas astrongteam" said the fornmer Sel angor Menteri Besar

Umo information chief Tan Sri Megat Junid Megat Ayub said Najib was a
ri ght candi date considering he (Najib) garnered the hi ghest vote in the
vi ce-presidential race during the 2000 Umo el ecti ons.

"Thi s shows Abdul | ah respects the wi shes of the del egates and | support
hi s decision,” he added.

Peopl e' s Progressive Party president Datuk M Kayveas said the party
agreed wi th Abdull ah' s choi ce.

"The Prime Mnister's choice is also the PPP' s choice."

Gerakan secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye said the appointment of Najib
was a good start for the new year.

Chia, who is al so Bukit Bendera MP, said the party woul d render ful
support to Najib and believed his appoi ntmrent woul d hel p nmai ntain the
country's stability and prosperity.

Li beral Denocratic Party president Datuk Chong Kah Ki at described Najib
as a "steady" | eader who woul d not react according to i nmpul se.

"He is cal mand mature. Hi s experience in politics and Government wil |l
help the Prime M nister bring nore progress for the country," he said.

Parti Bersatu Sabah president Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan said by
filling the vacancy for the post of Deputy Prinme M nister, Abdullah would
be able to do a better job for the people and country.

"Najib is an effective | eader and we are happy with his appointnment.
W'l give our full support to him" Pairin said.

Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah president Tan Sri Joseph Kurup said Najib's
I ong political career woul d enabl e hi mto address nati onal and gl obal
i ssues.

Sabah Progressive Party president Datuk Yong Teck Lee said Najib would
be an asset to Abdullah as he had extensive experience, both in the
country and i nternationally.

"Hi s appointnment will al so strengthen the BN because of his open and
progressive | eadership style," he said.

Ter engganu Menteri Besar and Pas president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang
hopes Najib will carry out his duties well.

He said Najib's appoi nt ment woul d not nake BN stronger, addi ng that Pas
was not intimdated by his influence on the people.

Abdul Hadi al so said the Cabi net reshuffle would not affect Pas in
anyway, but hoped t he changes woul d do nore good than bad to t he peopl e.

DAP secretary general Kerk KimHock said the appoi nt nent was expected as
Naj i b's name had been specul ated since the retirenent of fornmer Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Cct 31.

He al so expressed hope that Naji b and Abdul | ah woul d bring the country
to greater heights and said the DAP woul d work with themto achi eve common
goal s.

Parti Keadilan Nasi onal president Datin Seri Dr WAn Azi zah WAn | smai
said Najib's appoi ntnent did not cone as a surprise to many.

"H s appoi nt nent had been voi ced out by the forner PM thus | can safely

say that the presence of Dr Mahathir is still very nuch alive in Barisan
Nasi onal
"Wth Najib's appointnent, | foresee that the general election wll be

hel d sooner than expected," she added.
Parti Rakyat Mal aysi a president Dr Syed Husin Ali said PRMwoul d adopt a
wai t-and-see attitude as Najib carries out his new duties as Deputy PM
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