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Agriculture to figure pronminently

Syed Nadzri

ITwas quite clear fromthe begi nning that agriculture would figure
prom nently in Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ' s admi ni stration. On Nov
1, just a day after he assumed the post of Prime Mnister, Abdullah's
first official task was to hand over relief aid to farnmers affected by
floods in Seberang Prai.

The next day he did the sane to farners in Baling.

And when tabling a notion of thanks to Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at the
Dewan Rakyat on Nov 3, Abdul | ah enphasi sed the need to ensure that rural
devel opnent continued to be given priority and that new sources of wealth
be identified for thoseinthe rural sector. Both these initiatives nmean
one thing - an accent on agriculture and food production.

Thus, the appoi ntnent of Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin as the new M ni ster
for Agriculture falls cleanly inline with Abdull ah's grand plans for the
sector. Hence, any notion that the change of portfolio is a denotion of
sorts for the former Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister should
be di smi ssed.

For one, it is nost sensible to hand over a task placed with such
i mportance to a person |i ke Mihyi ddin, who has a rich experience at the
grassroots being an Umo vice-president, seasoned el ected representative
and former Menteri Besar.

Muhyi ddi n" s religi ous credenti al s and background as a fi ne adm ni strator
al so make himthe right man for the job. It is quite well known anmong
political circles that he is wara' (an Arabic term neaning a pi ous person)
and can recite Quranic verses with ease. He once al so served as an
Assistant District Officer in Miar, neaning he is used to mingling with
rural folk and listening to their problens.

Abdul | ah' s decision to place Mihyiddin in the agriculture portfoliois
al so seen as a strategy to check Pas i nfluence anong the rural folk,
especially in the east coast and northern States. At 56, Muhyi ddi n who
hol ds a BA honours degree i n Econonmi cs and Mal ay Studies fromthe
Universiti of Malaya and with all his experience, probably wields the
right qualification and persona to do just that.

In fact, observers are already pointing out to the fact that the party
stalwart will be the dependabl e one Abdull ah is counting onto | ead the
charge agai nst Pas and win the hearts and m nds of voters in the rural
Mal ay heartland in the com ng general el ection.

Muhyi ddi n has al so had an i npeccabl e record i n governnent, having
brought great strides to Johor's industrialisation programe when he was
Menteri Besar from 1986 to 1995. He al so shone as Youth and Sports
M nister and sawto it that Kual a Lunpur hosted one of the best
Commonweal th Ganes ever in 1998.

As M ni ster of Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs, his last portfolio,
Muhyi ddin was al so frequently in the linelight, having to tackle i ssues on
hi gh prices and consunerism- sonething that is dear to al nost every
Mal aysi an.

Pi ctures and stories of hi mnmaki ng spot checks at nmarkets and shops as a
festive occasi on approached has nmade hi mone of the nost recogni sable
faces anmpbng Cabi net ministers.

Muhyi ddi n was al so i nstrunmental inintroducing ceiling prices for nany
essential goods and a key figure in the fight agai nst CD and VCD pi racy.

He is married to Puan Sri Noorai nee Abdul Rahman and has four children.
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