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Sabah's Chief Mnister rotation systemscrapped

Brendan Pereira; Joniston Bangkua

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Sabah's 10-year-old systemof rotating the chief

m ni ster's post every two years was scrapped yest erday, di smantling one of
the maj or obstacles to continuity in econom c planni ng.

After nam ng his Cabinet line-up, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi surprised many by announci ng the end of the rotation

He said all | eaders of Barisan Nasional conponent parties in Sabah had
put down inwiting their desire to end the rotation anong the three main
raci al groups: Mal ay Muslinms, Kadazans and Chi nese.

Dat uk Musa Aman, whose termas chief mnister woul d have ended in a
year, will continue as the State's chief executive officer by virtue of
his position as head of Sabah Umo, the dom nant partner in the Sabah BN

The rotati on systemwas nooted and i npl enented by former Prinme M nister
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohanmad after an el ectoral pronmise in the 1994 state
el ection where the issue of race and who woul d | ead the state becane a
maj or issue.

To ensure that none of the races felt left out, and to quell fears that
a racial group woul d be | eft out should none of its conmunity be chi ef
mnister, the rotation was seen then as the best way to keep everyone
happy.

The strategy worked and in the 10 years the BN has been in power in
Sabah, the State has had five chief mnisters.

Parti Bersatu Sabah, which was then in t he Qpposition and opposed t he
rotation system continued to express its views even after it was re-
adnmitted to BN two years ago

PBS presi dent Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan and his deputy, Datuk Dr
Maxi mus Ongkili, pledged to Tun Mahat hir and Abdul | ah, the two nmen who
were responsible for bringing the party back into BN, that they would
support an Umo chi ef ninister shoul d the systembe scrapped because Umo
held the majority of seats in the Sabah assenbly. PBSis the second
| ar gest conponent in the Sabah BNin terns of nunber of seats and its
support was crucial for the rotation systemto be scrapped.

Al t hough the Li beral Denocratic Party headed by Dat uk Chong Kah Ki at was
supportive of scrapping the system the other three parties - Sabah
Peopl e's Party (SAPP), and the two Kadazan- Murut - based parties, UPKO and
PBRS - were not too keen initially and needed to be convi nced.

After several rounds of discussions, they agreed with the majority view

Al t hough the systemenabl ed el ectoral success, there was grow ng
consensus over the years that it had beconme an i npedi nent to devel opnent.
Mbost of the previous chief mnisters' saidthe two-year period in charge
was too short to i npl enent policy changes and carry through econom c
pl ans.

Much of the first year was spent settling into the new job, and by the
time the second year came around, it was tinme to | eave offi ce.

Miusa said that with the abolition of the system Sabah could focus on
devel opnent .

Pairin said: "W are happy that it has been scrapped as we can now
concentrate on our jobs without having to debate anynore about rotation."”
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