29/ 01/ 2004

Security measures al ong Thai border stepped up

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Defence Mnistry will continue to deploy its men
to carry out round-the-clock border patrols to curb snmuggling activities
al ong the Ml aysi a- Thai | and bor der.

Thi s i ncl udes any attenpt to snuggl e banned Thai chi cken by unscrupul ous
traders follow ng the detection of the bird fluin Thailand, its Deputy
M ni ster Datuk Mohd Shafie Apdal said today.

He said al though the Mnistry was not directly involved in the stepping
up of security nmeasures along the borders foll ow ng the announcenent of
t he ban, sol diers have been on the | ookout for such activities.

"The Mnistry will continue to assist the authorities to prevent the
smuggling activities, including the snuggling of banned Thai chicken al ong
t he border follow ng the detection of bird fluin Thailand," he added.

Fol | owi ng t he announcenent on Friday, authorities have stepped up
security measures at the Ml aysi a- Thai |l and bor der.

Mohd Shafie was speaking to reporters after a cheque presentation
cerenony by a group of artists to the Warriors' Day Appeal Fund at the
Menara Maybank t oday.

At the cerenony, Mhd Shafie, who is al so the chairman of the fund, was
presented a cheque for RWM28, 640 which was part of the proceeds fromthe
sal e at the "I maj an dan Suara Kenerdekaan" art exhibition held in August
| ast year.

Sone 107 paintings were di splayed during the exhibition between Aug 6
and Sept 5 at the Balai Seni Menara Maybank.

Presenting the cheque was the artists' representative Ismail Latiff and
t he cerenony was w t nessed by Maybank vi ce-chai rman Dat uk Ri chard Ho.

The art exhibition was jointly organi sed by the Maybank G oup and
Anugerah Gallery Sdn Bhd in line with the 46th Merdeka cel ebration | ast
year which was officiated by the then Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad on Aug 6.

In conjunction with the exhibition, the Maybank G oup had al so
contri buted RM200, 000 to the fund.

Conmmendi ng the artists for their contribution, Mhd Shafie wel coned
ot her private sector firns and i ndi vi dual s | endi ng a hel pi ng hand to ease
t he burden of surviving menbers of the Arned Forces.

He said at the nonent, a total of RML.4 mi|lion in donations had been
received and the Mnistry hoped to neet its RM3 mllion target this year.
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