09/ 03/ 2004

Shahnon changes his mind, wants to defend seat

PENANG Mbon. - In an about-turn, Datuk Shahnon Ahmad today sai d he hoped
to defend his Sik parliamentary seat in Kedah in the general el ection.

Just six days ago, in an intervieww th Uusan Ml aysia, the 70-year-old
Pr of essor Emeritus who in 1999 published a political satire entitled Shit,
on the bitter controversy between former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and hi s deputy Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim said his poor health had
made hi mdecide to make way for a younger and nore qualified Pas
candi dat e.

However, in a tel ephone interviewwi th the New Straits Tines, the
renowned novel i st and aut hor of several books on Malay literature, which
collectively earned himthe National Literature Award in 1982, said he
hoped t he Pas | eadershi p woul d gi ve hi manot her chance at the
constituency, formerly a bastion of Umo i n Kedah.

"Although | amnot feeling well, | hope our | eadership will give e
anot her chance," he said in the brief interview, interrupted several tines
by his incessant coughing.
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