09/ 03/ 2004

SI C chief: Keep politics out of Sepang F1 Circuit

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Don't make the Petronas Mal aysian Grand Prix 2004 at
the Sepang International Crcuit a canpai gn ground for the genera
el ection.

This was the appeal made yesterday at a Press conference by Sepang
International Crcuit (SIC chairnman Dat uk Mokhzani Mahat hir.

Urging the public not to di splay canpai gn paraphernalia at the track
during the race period on March 19-21, he said: "I urge the people not to
make this race a stanping-ground for politics. | hope that when they cone,
t hey conme as racing fans and not as political canpaigners.”

The Mal aysian Grand Prix will be televised live to a gl obal audi ence and
Mokhzani fears the i nage of the country may be unwittingly tarni shed by
wel | - meani ng nenbers of the public keen to showtheir political
affiliations at the track.

As polling day falls on race day, March 21, organisers are re-thinking
their strategy to get the 120, 000-capacity stands packed.

Since many | ocal s may stay away, Mokhzani announced the Sl C had expanded
its marketing and pronotion efforts to attract ticket buyers from
Si ngapore, Thail and, | ndonesi a, Phili ppines, China, Hong Kong and I ndi a.

Al'so, with heavy traffic anticipated, helicopter services provided by
Sabah Air and Mal aysi an Hel i copter Service will have their frequency
increased to transport voters fromthe Sungai Besi and Subang ai rbases to
the circuit.

SI C Press officer Azhar Chazali reveal ed that Mal aysia Airlines
assi stance had been sought, which could see flights to the Kual a Lunpur
International Airport in Sepang being increased on race day.

As of yesterday, confirmed and paid-for ticket sales were 25,000, up
from 20, 000 | ast week
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