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Abdul | ah deni es anti-corruption drive stalled, defends Cabinet size

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badaw -
who secured Mal aysi a' s biggest-ever election victory by pronising a
cl eaner, nore efficient governnent - has denied his anti-corruption
canpai gn has stalled and rejected criticismhis Cabinet is bloated.

Inanintervieww th the Far Eastern Econom ¢ Revi ew publ i shed t oday on
the I nternet, Abdullah said political reality had hanpered his ability to
cull politicians appoi nted by his predecessor, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad,
fromthe Cabinet after his landslide win in March.

Abdul I ah, who was Dr Mahathir's deputy until the longtine | eader retired
in Cctober, canpaigned on a platformof returning to a tightly-run and
open governnent after 22 years of big spending and al | egati ons of cronyi sm
under Dr Mahathir.

But when he named his Cabinet - w dely seen as an opportunity for
Abdul  ah to powerfully stanp his authority on the governnent - the new
| eader kept al nost all of Dr Mahathir's appointrments, and brought in new
bl ood by expandi ng the Cabinet to nore than 30 ministers.

Asked by the nmagazi ne whet her Cabi net positions shouldn't go to the nost
qual i fied people, Abdullah replied: "That's easier said than done, and
it's just not practical."

Abdul | ah sai d when naki ng t he appoi ntnents he had to keep i n m nd that
he was | eader of a political party, not just the governnent, and that he
must al so | ook after his partners in the National Front ruling coalition.

"Look, | also have 14 political parties to take care of," he was quot ed
as saying. "Every one of themwants representation - that's what we call
power sharing."

In contrast to the i mage he sought during the el ection canpai gn, when
opposi tion groups sought to paint himas the continuation of Dr Mahathir-
style rule, Abdullah stressed that "I amnot bringing in a newregine.
There's only a change of | eadership."

But he denied his anti-corruption canpai gn had ground to a halt. "No,
it's going on," Abdullah told the nagazine. "But | can't be tal ki ng about
it every day as if I'mgoing to be a one-issue man."

As Dr Mahathir's successor going into the el ection, Abdull ah | aunched a
crackdown that saw one Dr Mahathir-era tycoon and a junior minister
charged with fraud and corruption-rel ated of fences, am d warni ngs of nore
to cone.

Abdul | ah al so shel ved some | arge-scal e projects approved by Dr Mahathir,
prom sed that all governnent contracts woul d be subject to open tender,
and called aninquiry into all eged wi despread corruption and abuse in the
police force.

But no new high-profile corruption arrests have been nade, no
announcenents of open tenders, and the police inquiry has struggledto
attract public support, |eadi ng opposition groups and others to specul ate
that Abdul | ah's anti-graft drive may be petering out.
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