16/ 05/ 2004

SMS ways to hel p HHV/ AIDS sufferers

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Send an SM5to help a person with HV or AIDS. This
is the call made by the Mal aysi an Al DS Foundati on at the | aunch of its
Circle of Hope Fund Canpai gn whi ch consolidates three schenes that assist
people living with HV and Al DS ( PLWHA) .

The three schenes are the Paedi atric Al DS Schene, Drug Assi stance Schemne
and Busi ness Assi stance Schene. Each SMs contri butes RM2. 50 and payment
may be one-tinme or nonthly.

Simply type "MAF" to 36886 to make a one-tine donation or type "MAF ON'
for a nonthly donati on.

The fund was officially | aunched by foundati on chai rman Dat uk Mari na
Mahat hir at the council's headquarters in conjunction w th Al DS Mernori al
Day which falls tonorrow.

This year's International A DS Menorial Day theme is "Turning
Renenbrance into Action".

"We still want to rem nd people that AIDSis still here and affects a
| arge part of the world. It is a disease that has killed 15 million
peopl e, including Ml aysians," she said.

The SM5 canpaign wil |l coincide with public service announcenents which
wi Il be aired over several Astro channels for the next few nonths.

Toget her wi t h Red Conmmuni cati ons Sdn Bhd and Pesaka Grey Sdn Bhd, the
MAF plans to gain nore funds to hel p people with AlDS.

"W try to get the nessage across that people with AIDS are |iving
normal |ives. Most need help in living, not dying," Mrina said.

The Paedi atric Al DS Schene was | aunched in 1996 while the Drug
Assi stance Schene started in 1998.

The drug assi stance scheme hel ps poor PLWHAs access antiretroviral
t herapy so that they renmain healthy.

The paedi atri c schenme provi des eligible applicants financial aid of
RMBO- RMLOO a nonth, transportation to access treatment and sponsorship of
viral |oad tests.

The busi ness schene was | aunched two years ago and provi des interest-
free loans of up to RML,000 to initiate or enhance snall-scal e busi ness.
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