12/ 01/ 2004
Specul ati on on election date rife but | eaders give no cl ear signs yet

Shamsul Aknar
REACTI ON t o t he appoi ntnent of Datuk Seri Najib Razak as Deputy Prine
M ni st er has been encour agi ng.

The Kual a Lumpur stock market, too, responded positively. The nation is
generally in a "good nood" since the snooth transfer of power from Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t o Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmmad Badawi

Al inall, the indications are good for any | eader to go to the polls.

It is, therefore, not surprising that speculationis rife that the 11th
general electionw |l be called soon, with some grabbi ng on any single
political activity such as the schedul ed BN suprenme counci| neeting on
Thursday as the one which will see the nation's | eadership deciding on the
di ssol uti on of Parlianent.

Whi | e such speculationis comopn, it is quite sinplisticto inply that
Thursday's neeting i s going to deternine when the electionis goingto be
called or that electionis just round the corner, perhaps before the first
guarter ends.

Sure, it will discuss the general election, as it has been doinginits
previous neetings. But, said BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat,
it would be done "in general terms".

He said there were still many specific issues that had yet to be
di scussed and finalised before the BN | eadership could set the date.

These, he said, included finalising the distribution of seats anbng
conponent parties, especially after the re-delineation of parlianmentary
boundari es whi ch saw denogr aphi ¢ changes which night result in the
swappi ng of seats anong the BN partners.

"Only after that can we start finalising the candidate |ist.

"Be rest assured, our Thursday neeting will not decide when the el ection
will be called,” said Mhaned.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhanmmad Muhammrad Tai b concurred. "No doubt,
our Umo machinery is already noving but there is nuch to be done before
the el ection date can be decided."

The question is, what led to the specul ati on of the el ection being
calledinthe first quarter, apart fromthe "feel good" aspects pointed
out earlier?

For one, the fact that the Sabah Governnent's termshoul d end by Apri
12.

G ven the fact that the BN | eadership has indicated that it wants to
hold the State el ection sinmultaneously with the Federal polls, then it
only stands to reason that the general election will have to be called by
April.

However, the election laws allowfor polling to be held within two
nonths after the State Assenmbly is dissolved, which means that the BN
| eadership has at |east until June 12.

There are ot her reasons the el ection may not be call ed soon as
specul at ed despite the fact that nbst of the BN conponent | eaders at State
| evel have subnmitted their lists of candidates to the Federal |eadership

Thi s, said Muhamad, was not final. "Before we can discuss the lists, we
have to settle the distribution of seats anong conponent parties. |If that
has not been done, how can we deci de on t he candi dacy?"

Mohamed shared his sentinents, admtting that though the coalition has
held a dry run, it needs at | east a couple nore as practised in the past.

Party insiders al so pointed out that the BN has yet to set up a



conmittee for its election mani festo which will then work closely with the
secretaries-general and executive secretaries of the conponent parti es.
"The process of fine-tuning the manifesto will take tine before it can
be tabl ed to the BN suprenme council for endorsenent,” said an insider.
In the meantime, the guessi ng gane conti nues, fromsinplistic argunments
to anal ytical contentions on the election date.
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